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FYI (From Your Interim)

The excitement is building as July 10th approaches. I sense anticipation among church members as they look forward to meeting the Search Committee’s candidate for Senior Pastor. Nearly every day someone asks me, “Do you know this person?” This is a natural question, because people want to know, what is he like.

My answer is that I know of him, but I am not personally acquainted with him. But…having been in his position a few times in my own pastoral career, I think I can with some assurance say that I know a few things about him.

First, he is a person of hopes and dreams. He is looking to this congregation not as a way of leaving behind but as a coming to a place that will enable him to continue to grow in his calling as a pastor and in his discipleship with Jesus. Abraham and Sarah left the old and familiar land not because they wanted better pastures for their sheep. They left because they heard a call and had a dream. The lure was not “greener pastures,” but a compelling vision. So it is with him.

He wants to be liked. Everyone wants to be liked, and ministers are no exception to this human need. He wants you to like him for his personal traits and characteristics. He wants to find things in common with you so that you may be friends. But he also wants to be liked for his courage, integrity and Christian convictions. He knows that at times he may have to do and say that with which you disagree. He wants to feel that in those times, your friendship isn’t conditional, because that’s when he’ll need you most.

He has mixed feelings. He and his family have established close connections and good friends where they are. They have good memories and have shared life-changing experiences with the members of their church and others in the community. They know the town and the town knows them. Plus, the very thought of having to pack and move all your possessions is enough to make even the bravest and most motivated pause and have second thoughts. But hopefully, those very qualities that connect him and his family with where they are, are the same qualities your Search Committee felt this church would appreciate and understand. 

These are some of the things I know about him. On July 10th, you will find out more. May the Holy Spirit be with you and guide your decision.

Hope you’re in church July 10th. Pastor Kendell

Pastor Denise’s Page

Dear Friends,

The grace of Christ be with you!

God has blessed the church with the Holy Spirit so that the church might be guided to follow Christ, and to be truly the body of Christ.  The United Church of Christ continues to ask for this guidance, and in its polity leaves room from Christ’s followers to listen for God’s word; share the vision with others, to hear if they too have the same insight and understanding of God’s will; affirm together the vision; and then to work together for that hope.  The Annual Meeting of the Wisconsin Conference in June was a piece of this activity.  The Search Committee of our congregation has been working with a similar process in their search for a candidate for pastor.  We, as a congregation, will have the opportunity be part of listening and discerning the Holy Spirit on July 10.  And, in the wider United Church of Christ, our delegates will be at General Synod the first week of July in Atlanta for a time of listening, sharing, and discerning.  We believe “God is Still Speaking.”

Each and every one of us is invited to be participants in the work of Christ.  These thoughtful words of Teresa of Avila express this best:

Christ has no body now on earth but yours;

yours are the only hands 

with which he can do his work;

yours are the only feet

with which he can go about the world;

yours are the only eyes

through which his compassion

can shine forth upon a troubled world.

Christ has no body on earth now but yours.

At the Ice Cream Social on July 17, we plan to have a Mission Fair.  The Mission Fair will show some of the ministries and missions that we are involved in, and it will give us opportunity to participate in the mission of the church.  The end of July, a group of high school students and chaperones (Pastor Kendell, Teresa Kreutzmann, and myself) will travel to Minneapolis to be part of Urban Immersion ministries.  The three days will be a time to learn about poverty and to work with those people who struggle just to survive.

May we know the continued outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit as we carry the image of Christ into the world.

Yours in Christ, Pastor Denise

Come Worship with Reverend William “Bill” Kapp 

The Search Committee as well as the Consistory’s choice for our Senior Pastor is Reverend William “Bill” Kapp.  You are invited to come and worship with Pastor Bill and his family at a special service on Sunday, July 10, at 9:00 a.m.  This service will be followed by a special meeting of our congregation for the purpose of voting on the congregation’s acceptance of Reverend Kapp.  A time of coffee and fellowship will follow the special meeting in the church basement.


Conference Minister’s Report on the 2005 WI Conference Annual Meeting: “To Life, To Health, To Wholeness”

from David S. Moyer, Conference Minister

The spirit of the Annual meeting was wonderful, and I want to thank laity and clergy who came as delegates and visitors.  It is your presence that gives vitality to meetings such as this and gives great hope for the future of the Wisconsin Conference, as we seek to support the ministries of local churches and connect our ministries here in Wisconsin to wider settings of the UCC and the ecumenical church.

We heard a keynote Bible Study by Dr. David Greenhaw, President of Eden Theological Seminary, identifying themes of health and wholeness in both the Old and New Testaments.

Professor Ronald Cole Turner of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, a prominent theologian and ethicist who especially works on the connections of religion and science, provided a wonderful ethical framework for issues of beginning and end of life and also spoke of the importance of affirming scientific exploration as God-given but also being ethically sensitive to the implications of the advance of technology.

Delegates and visitors participated in workshops, many of which were planned by the Wisconsin Council of Health and Human Service Ministries.  Many of the workshops had to do with health and the connection of body, mind, and spirit in the process of healing.

In business sessions, the body passed the proposed budget for 2006, a balanced budget that calls for a new category of “targeted giving” as a small portion of the income side of the budget.  Churches and individuals will be 

provided with opportunities to make gifts to specific ministries in the Conference.  OCWM continues to have a small decline, but special gifts and designated giving is up significantly.

We celebrated the success of the “Forward in Faith” campaign, with over $2.2 million given to date and many programs being funded, including the completion of 5 new homes in Honduras; two new cabins just completed at Moon Beach; two cross-cultural trips to the Ecumenical School in Chiapas; support for Barbara De Souza’s health ministry in Brazil; seminary debt repayment grants; and support of Lakeland College and the national “Make A Difference” UCC campaign.

The Conference Minister was elected to another 4-year term.  I thank you all for your confidence in me and for the support you give me personally and to the ministries of the Wisconsin Conference.

Once, again, our Arts Committee did a magnificent job of turning a typical hotel meeting room into a lovely and gracious space for meetings and worship.  This year we were surrounded by beautiful pots and bowls, including a “singing bowl” as well as symbols of God’s abundance, working off of the biblical text for the meeting, “I came that all might have life and have it abundantly.”

Make plans to join us for the 2006 Wisconsin Conference Annual Meeting on June 9-11.  We will be meeting at the Green Lake Conference Center on the shores of Green Lake.  The focus of the meeting will be the rural and small church and the environment of rural Wisconsin.  Rev. David Ostendorf, Rev. Tony Pappas, and Rev. John Thomas, General Minister and President of the United Church of Christ, will be our speakers.
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Consistory Report

Pastor Denise and Pastor Kendell reported on the WI Conference Annual Meeting at Stevens Point.  This year’s theme was, “To Life, To Health, To Wellness.”  Next year’s meeting will be at Green Lake.

We reviewed the status of the Organ Project and will do a follow-up on pledges.  We approved the insurance coverage for the church and the properties.  

The Committee learned that the Baby Grand piano needs to “sit” for a while and then will be tuned and be ready for use.

The Committee reviewed a Worship and Program Calendar that Pastor Kendell developed so that all church members can know when communion will be served; dates of Holy Day celebrations; when committees meet; schedules for choir practices; dates of social events; etc. 

The Search Committee shared the news that a call has been made to an applicant for Senior Pastor.  The applicant will preach at a special service on July 10th at 9:00 a.m.  A special congregational meeting will be held immediately afterward to determine the members’ decision.

Pastor Kendell and Pastor Denise gave a special presentation on “God is Still Speaking,” a special campaign of the United Church of Christ to help churches be more friendly and welcoming to current and new members. 
Mission Fair

Are you looking to make a difference in the community and world?

Do you feel there is more you can do?  Then … 

Come one, come all!  Ice Cream Social is Sunday, July 17!
Along with the Ice Cream Social is a Mission Fair, organized by Mission In Motion.  Several displays will be set up for you to get more information about the many missions First United Church of Christ participates in.  Come and support those missions you know about, and learn about others.  See you on July 17!

Sunday School News

          from Margaret McFarlane

*
Our thanks to Heidi Liverseed for coordinating V.B.S. this year.

*
We need volunteers to run the brat stand at Piggly Wiggly on Friday, July 15, and Saturday, July 16.  If you can help us out, please see the sign-up sheet at the back of church or call Margaret McFarlane at 643-6327.  The profits are used for Sunday School events and to help with the cost of our campers.

*
We hope Patrick and Justin Nelson enjoyed their week at Moon Beach.  Our wishes for great camp adventures at Pilgrim Center go to:

   Keesahn Rheingans 
July 3-9

   Stephanie Alwin
 
August 7-13

   Sarah Drew Smith

August 7-13

*
For Your Info:  Pastor Bob turns 60 on July 5!  Wishes can be sent to him at:


835 Mitchell Avenue


Apartment A


Blaine WA  98230

Vacation Bible School 

      from Heidi Liverseed
On Wednesday, June 15th, children and adults came together to enjoy a one-day, all day Vacation Bible School.  Our theme was, “Community Crusaders.”  Some of you may have seen children out that day, marked by their white crusader scarves, delivering flowers, picking up trash, and collecting food for the Food Pantry.  It was a day full of community service and good fellowship!  Throughout the day, the children could take a break in the “Bouncy House,” donated by McFarlanes’.

Many thanks to all of our dedicated teachers and helpers who made the day possible!  They are: Dana Gee, Robin Franck, Jeananne Breininger, Megan Young, Becky Powers (St. Norbert’s), Beth Martinka, Shen Holt (Concordia Methodist), Carrie Kolb, Jackie Kolb, Dana Kolb (St. Als), Diane Matzke, Marcia Nachreiner, Linda Lange, Tammy Young, Pastor Denise, Pastor Kendell, and Margaret McFarlane.

Holy Communion

Holy Communion will be celebrated at both services on July 10th and August 7th 

MISSION TRIP

High School students will travel to Minneapolis on July 27 for a mission trip.  They will be working with Urban Immersion in the city to better understand poverty and to assist at agencies that provide food, shelter, childcare, and other services.  This is a three-day trip, with the group returning on July 30.

THANK-YOU’S

From Clifford Wittwer

Dear Friends:  Thank you for the continued support and prayers from all of you!  It is deeply appreciated by Margaret and I.  I am doing as well as I can in this fine nursing home, The Good Samaritan.  I hope to be home soon.  God bless you all!

From Bill and Sheila Rahl

We would like to “thank you” for your thoughtful caring concerning the journey we are now traveling.  It helps to know your prayers have included us.  Many thanks to you all!  God bless and Shalom, dear friends.

From Mrs. Louise Reuter

Thank you for the prayers, especially from the Prayer Circle, and the cards from the congregation.

From Ted Larson

Thank you to all of our UCC family for the card and your prayers while I was in the hospital.  All was appreciated!

From Bill Roth

Again, thank you, thank you for the prayers!  I am at St. Mary’s Hospital.
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From Mabel’s Building Mission,

Rev. Herbert Feierabend, Coordinator

Thank you for making our house building in Mexico, again, as your Lenten Mission project.  Your generous gift, totaling $1,075, will help provide a needy family in Mexico with a new home, and there will be some left to go toward a home for another family.  On behalf of the family, and we who have the joy of building the house, thank you all!

From Grandma Cathy Riley

Thank you all for your prayers for my grandson, Zachary Gonzalez.  His surgery at Children’s Memorial in Lincoln Park, IL, was a success, and we wanted you all to know how much your prayers worked.  Zachary is home and doing well.  Thank you all so much!  I’m so thankful and proud to be a member of First United!

From Sherry Pieper

Thank you to Pastor Kendell for the call after my surgery.  Also, thank you to all the people from church for your cards and your prayers.

From Derek J. Sliter

Thank you to Pastor Denise and the congregation for the generous donation to the scholarship fund.  I am very grateful to be the recipient of the First United Church of Christ Scholarship.  This scholarship will help me as I pursue a higher education at the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater.  I am planning on majoring in the accounting field.  I greatly appreciate your encouragement as I continue my education beyond high school.  Again, thanks for selecting me as the recipient of this scholarship!

In the Community

· The Wyoming Valley United Methodist Church Hymn Sings continue on the first Sunday of each month through October from 2:00-3:30 p.m.  They are nondeno-minational and without admission charge.  The church is on State Highway 22 about 10 miles south of Spring Green.  The public is cordially invited.

· Witwen’s July 4th Celebration sponsored by the Black Hawk & Denzer United Methodist Churches.  The parade begins at 10:30 a.m.  Food and fun available all day!
· Sauk Prairie Blood Drive: Friday, July 22, from 1:00-6:00 p.m., at the Sauk Prairie Evangelical Free Church, 1375 Lincoln Avenue.
Would you like a ride?

Care Driver rides are available for church and community trips.  Examples:

-- worship service,

-- hospital and Maplewood visits,
-- doctor and dentist appointments,
-- bank and other errands.
Call Kelli Straight, 643-3719, or the church office, 643-8387, to arrange for a ride.

Summer hours
Starting on June 13, the church facilities will often be locked at noon.  Please make arrangements with Cindy in the office if you need to get in the building in the afternoon.

New email address

The church’s new email address is office@ucc-saukcity.org.  The Pastors’ each have their own addresses, which haven’t changed.  The church now has Verizon DSL 

(we were unable to get Charter to connect

us).

Technologies Needed

First United Church of Christ is in need of a

data projector and a laptop computer with a 

Power Point program.  Perhaps your company is

upgrading its technologies and has equipment it

is getting rid of or you are expanding your 

equipment?  If so, please think of First UCC.  

Such equipment would be put to use here!  The 

Faith Inkubators’ curriculum is completely Power 

Point now, and more of the resources available to 

churches come as Power Point.  Contact Pastor Denise

or the church office.

Would you like to share your “green thumb”

with the church?

The church needs someone to help water the plants

in the church.  If you would be interested in doing

this, please call Irene Waffenschmidt at 643-6946.

Altar Flowers

The church needs someone to take care of the

Altar flowers in December and January.  If you

would be interested in doing this, please call 

Irene Waffenschmidt at 643-6946.  Thank you!
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FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

                   504 Washington Avenue



  Sauk City, WI  53583

    RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

July

   5
  Mission in Motion – 7:00 p.m.

10 Holy Communion Sunday

10 Special 9:00 a.m. Service with Pastor

Kapp and his family

15&16
Brat Stand at Piggly Wiggly

17

Mission Fair and Ice Cream Social
21
Consistory – 6:30 p.m.

27-30
Teen Mission Trip to Minneapolis
Pastor Kendell Nordstrom - office hours:  Wednesday-Friday, 9:00AM-noon 

                                                      and by appointment


office phone: 643-8387 
cell phone:  608-290-1434    email: kendell@ucc-saukcity.org
Pastor Denise Cole – office hours: Mon & Wed – 10-1, Tues 10-noon, Thurs works at home,     

                                                      and by appointment 

  office phone: 643-8387     home phone: 643-0279     email: denise_cole@ucc-saukcity.org   

Cindy Baker, church office manager – office  open: Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-noon

office phone: 643-8387       email: office@ucc-saukcity.org
Sunday worship:  8:00am (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30am

Radio Ministry
We thank the June sponsors of the

broadcasts of our 8:00am Sunday

worship:


Linda & Dick Lange


Franz Wyttenbach


Bev and Herb Feierabend


Verda McFarlane

In our church family
Anniversaries
Birthdays 
          July 

Florence and Charles Hoff, 51 years on July 3

Laura Maenche

1

Calvin and Phyllis Sorg, 55 years on July 3 
Doris Witte
2

Warren and Alice Wittwer, 58 years on July 11 
Alma Krenz
6

Ken and Florence Powers, 62 years on July 14
Duane Kundert

7
Emily and Bill Fuchs, 21 years on July 17
Jeannette Rosenbaum
16

Audrey and Tom Zimmerman, 41 years on July 18
Della Edge


23

Sue and Phil Barth, 31 years on July 20
Arline Frommung

26

Maurice and Cleo Schaeffer, 57 years on July 24
Ruth Accola


28

Harold and Alice Malone, 63 years on July 25
Rene Gasner


28

Walter and Dorothy Wendt, 62 years on July 31

Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in July!

(Let us know if we miss yours)


Ushers

          8:00           July             10:30                            8:00            August              10:30_______

Ruby & Chuck 
Larry Johnson
Steffen Family
Verna & Bill Wenzel
   McFarlane
Verda McFarlane
Shirley & Duane Soelle
Evie Accola

Lucinda Gruber                Dave McFarlane

Irene Waffenschmidt

Sign up to greet!  We like to have two people or couples at each service.

(Sign-up sheet is on table in narthex)
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                      Each week:


            Prayer & Study Group– 


            9:15 a.m. on Thursdays





Brat Stand at Piggly Wiggly


July 15th: 11 a.m.-7 p.m.


July 16th: 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.


sponsored by our Sunday School


selling brats, hot dogs, and pop








