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Dear Friends,

Finally the warm weather is here.  Spring is sharing sunshine with us, the leaves on the trees are full and summer is certain to arrive!  The end of term for Sunday School was celebrated with Sundae Sunday!  The Bible Study will be off for summer vacation.  The Rite of Confirmation is during worship on May 29.  And many of us are planning our vacations.  Brian, Jenifer and I will be camping at Peninsula State Park June 1-8.  We truly enjoy the opportunity to experience God’s creation in the camping environment.  I know that several kids from our congregation will be attending the United Church of Christ camps during the summer.  

The Wisconsin Conference Annual Meeting is in Stevens Point June 10 – 12.  I will be attending from June 9 –12 as Conference Secretary and a representative of this congregation.  Pastor Kendell will be attending also.  Members of First UCC are invited to attend, so if you would like the opportunity to be a delegate, please speak with either a Consistory member or us.

Each of us finds ways to represent Christ in our everyday lives.  I also represent this congregation to the community in several activities, such as the Hospital Ethics Board and Rotary.  This year I am serving Rotary as the president.  It is the centennial celebration of the founding of Rotary, so the International Convention will be held in the “birthplace” of Rotary – Chicago.  The Sauk Prairie Club is sending me to Chicago for this exciting convention June 18-22.  I am looking forward to the opportunity to connect with people from 160 countries in the world, especially those from Sri Lanka, Thailand, and the other countries hit by the Tsunami.   Like the United Church of Christ, Rotary has generously given to help with the rebuilding of lives in that area.

May each of us find a time of quiet and a sense of renewal in our summer.  May God bless us with opportunities to serve Christ in these days.

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Denise
Confirmation 2005

The rite of Confirmation was celebrated on Sunday, May 29.  We welcomed: Tyler Kemnitz, Casey Lendved, Nolan Lendved, and Dustin Sliter into our church family.

FYI (From Your Interim)
Transitions, new beginnings and leaving behind seem to be the theme of May. Our children graduate from high school and look forward to new ventures in life. They graduate from various institutes of higher learning and enter the world of adult responsibilities. They are confirmed and are recognized by the church as full, adult members. In each of these cases we as parents or proud grandparents, celebrate with them and pray for success wherever their life journey leads them. These occasions are also times for us reflect on our lives.

In the Order for Confirmation/Reaffirmation of Baptism, the confirmands pray:


O God, my God, known to me in Jesus Christ, I give myself to you as your own, to love and serve you faithfully all the days of my life. Amen.

It is a simple prayer, but also a profound one. First, the words, “O God, my God, known to me in Jesus Christ,” is a reaffirmation that the fullest, most complete revelation of the nature, intent and purpose of God is found in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.  Second, when they pray, “I give myself to you as your own,” they are reaffirming that the Christian life is a choice consciously made. It is their acknowledgement of the earliest of Christian creeds, “Jesus is Lord.” “To love…you,” says that the primary way of knowing Jesus is not knowledge about God or assent to certain beliefs concerning God. It is a relationship with the one who has known God completely. “ [And] serve you faithfully,” says that the result of this relationship is a life so transformed that we are recognized as disciples of Jesus, serving him by serving others. The relationship is life-long. It is intended to last “all the days of my life.” 

In this season of transitions, I challenge you to reaffirm your faith by praying the Confirmands’ Prayer. May you be strengthened in your journey of life with its acts of leaving behind and looking joyfully towards the future.

See you in church. Pastor Kendell

Consistory report

Consistory met on Thursday, April 21.   Present were Pam Alwin, Sue Barth, Rick Breininger, Evelyn Koenig, Daryl Matzke, Dianna Woerpel, Pastors Kendell and Denise.

Shawn Liverseed was appointed to complete Mike Brzezinski’s term and was welcomed to the meeting. 

Pastor Kendell gave a report from the spring meeting of the Southwest Association.  Pastor Denise is all moved into the parsonage.  The teen breakfast club has completed its term and will celebrate with a trip to Great America.  

Search Committee has narrowed the number of candidates down to five.  Balcony railing needs to be made safer to meet code.

We celebrate fathers

Plan to be with us as we honor the fathers of our church and nation on June 19.  We’ll present boxes of candy to the oldest and youngest fathers in attendance at each of our worship services.

Introducing our new administrative 

assistant!

Hello, my name is Cindy Baker.  After living in Madison for almost thirty years, I returned “home” in the summer of 2003.  Although Baker would not be a familiar name to you, I am blessed to be Bob & Yvonne Brewer’s oldest daughter, two people known by many of you.   My 10-year-old granddaughter, Haley, and I live in an apartment behind Maplewood Nursing Home and share our home with our two cats, Dusty and Oliver, and a guinea pig, Snippy.  I look forward to meeting you and working with the members of First Church!  

Hats off to our graduates!

Congratulations to our Sauk Prairie High School graduates:  Derek Sliter, son of Jackie and John.  He received our church scholarship.  The recipient of the McFarlane Technical Education Scholarship is: Lucan Nelson, son of Sandy and Dale.

Our other SPHS graduates:  Chris Lendved, son of Shirlee and Dave, and Andrea Steffen, daughter of Sherry and Les.

Annual Meeting of the Wisconsin 

Conference

Pastor Denise and Pastor Kendall will be at the Annual Meeting in Stevens Point June10-13.  They will be representing this congregation, and Pastor Denise serves the Conference as Secretary.  This gathering is important in the covenantal affiliation we have with the UCC.  Speak with them when they are back to learn more about the exciting things that are happening in our wider church.

Christian Craft Clutch
June’s Christian Craft Clutch will be Saturday, June 11, from 1:00-4:00 pm in the basement of the Education Building. Many moms have appreciated this time to make progress on children’s scrapbooks. We hope you can join us. As always, feel free to bring a friend. We apologize for last month’s cancellation. Family commitments developed after the Scoop was sent.

After 6 Concert here

After 6 invites you to an afternoon of Christian praise music here on Sunday, June 26 at 3:00. The concert is free to the public. Come join us for great fellowship and music!  Church member Kristy Litscher is a member of After 6.

Thanks for the memories

The tea party was a wonderful farewell celebration—thanks to Pastor Denise, Linda Lange, and all the ladies who baked and decorated. It was so nice to see so many of you.  I have so many fond memories of the 16 years I have spent with you!  I hope to see you out and about in the community.  
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June’s Mission: Habitat for Humanity of Sauk/Columbia County

Our mission for June is Habitat for Humanity of Sauk/Columbia County.  Habitat for Humanity is a nonprofit, ecumenical Christian housing ministry dedicated to eliminating substandard housing and homelessness.  Sauk/Columbia Habitat for Humanity became affiliated in 2001.  They have finished homes in Sauk City and Baraboo.  Lodi is the sight for the next home.  On Sunday, June 5, a guest speaker from Habitat will be at both of our services.

Music at First Church

                                        By Denny Kahn

Summer is rapidly approaching, and I would like to take this opportunity to reflect on our past church year and how music continues to be such an important component.  Our worship of God is an ongoing endeavor that we believe is greatly enhanced by the music that is shared at First Church.

Special thanks go out to everyone who has contributed to the musical well being of First Church.  This includes First Choir, The Men of A Chord, all who volunteer to supply music for summer services, the Christmas Music Festival, the Sunday School for their musical selections, those who provide musical leadership for the Saturday services and to everyone who sings out with their heart and soul during worship services each week.

As you may recall, we were able to secure a piano donation last summer.  This instrument has served us well in the Sanctuary.  However, we are in the process of getting a grand piano for the Sanctuary.  This should be a great addition; adding to our newly refurbished pipe organ.  As you are aware, the pipe organ will be a year old this August.  We have experienced very few “growing pains” and with much care, it should continue to serve us well for decades to come.  Thanks to all who have contributed to the Music Ministry fund that supports music at First Church.

I would like to personally thank Kristy Litscher for her continuing dedication to working weekly with me and First Choir and Men of A Chord.  Also, very special thanks to Laura Maenche for being available to fill in for me when needed, and also for providing special music on a regular basis.
I would like to invite and encourage all members to consider becoming involved with either First Choir or Men of A Chord when we start up again in the Fall.  The Pastors and I have prepared the calendar for the entire church year so you will know when we will sing and can make plans accordingly.  You are always welcome whether you can sing with us regularly or only occasionally.   Please think about contributing to our musical ministry.  You do not have to be a trained musician to participate!  Remember, the word amateur comes from the Latin work “amo” which means, “to love.”  Amateurs do what they do for the shear love of it!
If you have any questions or would like to discuss joining us in making a “joyful noise”, either with First Choir or Men of A Chord, please call me at 643 5539 (work) or 370 6000 (home).  Your voice is the one we are missing!! 

Sunday School news 

                    by Margaret McFarlane
· It was a fun Sundae Sunday for our close of Sunday School.  All students received an award and treats.  We thank the Feierabends for sharing the Mexican piñata with us.  Thank you to the parents and staff that helped serve and clean up.

· The Sunday School choir sounded great on May 15.  Many thanks to all who joined in.

· My heartfelt thanks to Pastor Kendell, Pastor Denise, and our wonderful Sunday School staff:  Nadene Litscher, Kelli Straight, Heidi Liverseed, Robin Franck, Amanda McFarlane, Marcia Nachreiner, Theresa Doty, Teresa Kreutzmann, Dawn Breunig, Stacy & Daniele Hasheider, Dana Gee, Jeanann Breininger, Tom Litscher, Denise and Stephanie Alwin, Jamie Barth, and Megan Young.

· Thanks also to those who substituted or helped out during special programs.

· We have 5 campers registered for church camp.  Thank you for the camp donations—we collected $294.

· Mark your calendars: Sunday School will begin again on September 11.

· Thank you to the staff, parents, and students for a wonderful year!  Have a safe summer!

· Our Sunday School thanks Sue Lloyd for all the wonderful help she has given us!  We’ll miss you, Sue!  God’s blessings on your new journey!  

Sunday School Summer Fundraiser

We are scheduled to run a brat 


stand at Piggly Wiggly on Friday, 

July 15, and Saturday, July 16.  

If you would like to help plan, 

cook, or serve brats, please contact Margaret McFarlane at 643-6327 or see the sign-up sheet at the back of church.
Vacation Bible School

We are trying something new this year – a one-day Bible School Camp.  Our ecumenical Vacation Bible School will take place here at our church on Wednesday, June 15, from 9:00a.m.-3:30 p.m. The theme is “Community Crusaders.”  Students ages pre-K through 6th grade are welcome.  Please pre-register by Wednesday, June 8.  Registration forms are by the bulletin board as you enter the Education Building.  (Prior registration is required.)   Returned forms can be placed in the basket also found by the bulletin board or returned to church by mail.  If you have questions, contact Heidi Liverseed, VBS Coordinator, at 643-6835 or Margaret McFarlane, Sunday School Superintendent, at 643-6327.

Summer hours
Starting on June 13, the church facilities will often be locked at noon.  Please make arrangements with Cindy in the office if you need to get in the building in the afternoon.
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    RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

June
1-8 Pastor Denise and family on vacation

10-12
Both Pastors at Wisconsin Conference Annual Meeting

15
Vacation Bible School, here from 9:00-3:30pm

16
Consistory – 6:30pm 

26 After 6 Concert- here at 3:00pm

30
Pastor Kendall has the Maplewood service at 10:30am

Pastor Kendell Nordstrom - office hours:  Wednesday-Friday, 9:00AM-noon 

                                                      and by appointment


office phone: 643-8387 
cell phone:  608-290-1434    email: kendell@ucc-saukcity.org
Pastor Denise Cole – office hours: Mon & Wed – 10-1, Tues 10-noon, Thurs works at home,     

                                                      and by appointment 

  office phone: 643-8387     home phone: 643-0279     email: denise_cole@ucc-saukcity.org   

Cindy Baker, church office manager – office  open: Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-noon

office phone: 643-8387       email: office@ucc-saukcity.org
Sunday worship:  8:00am (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30am (no childcare)          

FiNKS
From Mildred Steckelberg


FiNKS, also known as Faith Inkubators, aka Confirmation preparation has had a great year!  We had snow cancellations, hikes on Ferry Bluff, and some wonderful “Lifelines” (presentations from members of the congregation).  The main focus of FiNKS is to build the relationships between the youth and the congregation.  Thank you to all who have helped with this relationship building the past year! - the adult guides of small groups: Rick Peters, Jill Mahoney, Tammy Young, and Shirlee Lendved; the substitute guide: Pastor Kendell; the crazy parent to organize other parents and the fund activities: Jacki Sliter; the presenters: Doris Steuber, Lt. Travis Hillard, Nina Boss, Margery Cruse, Dick and Linda Lange, and Gwen Walker; and the Prayer Partners: those who have lifted the kids up in prayer throughout the year.

Church Camp 2005

The following students will be attending church camp at Pilgrim Center (near Ripon) this summer:


Stephanie Alwin
Sarah Drew Smith


Keesahn Rheingans

Attending camp at Moon Beach (near Eagle River and St. Germain): 


Patrick & Justin Nelson

Thanks   

From Herman Zech  

Thanks to our UCC family for your prayers, cards, and concerns while I was in the hospital.

I want to thank all who remembered me at the hospital and at home with prayers, letters, and visits. Everything was very much appreciated.

From Merton Moely

Thank you for the prayers, especially Prayer Circle, the card from the congregation, the cards, visits, and treats.

From Chicago-United-Eden Seminaries

of the United Church of Christ

Thank you from the students, faculty, and staff of Chicago, United, and Eden Seminaries to First UCC!  Your gift of $1,052.29 in 2004, is helping to prepare leaders for the United Church of Christ at our UCC seminaries.

Together we are Equipping God’s people for Ministry!

In the community

· Chicken BBQ sponsored by Denzer United Methodist at Leland Park – June 13 11am-2pm.

· Father’s Day Ice Cream Social at St. John’s Lutheran in Leland, June 19, 3:30-7:30pm.

· Witwen Camp Meeting: June 5, 6, and 7. Hill Top Gospel Singers will sing on June 7 at 7:30 pm.
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