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First United Church of Christ                       

Pastor Denise’s Page

Dear Friends,

If Easter comes early, then it follows that Pentecost comes early as well.  The author of the gospel according to Luke wrote two volumes for that book – the second volume is known as the Acts of the Apostles.  It is the story in Acts that leads to our celebration of Pentecost, and the consideration of Pentecost as the birthday of the church.  The gift of the Holy Spirit that blows through the house where the disciples had gathered; the indwelling of the Spirit that leads to individual gifts needed to serve the Lord; and the miracles of conversion as the Holy Spirit touched those who saw and heard  - these are all celebrated on Pentecost.  AND that same activity continues in the lives of believers today!  

How joyfully we celebrate the presence of God’s Holy Spirit in our lives!!

Pentecost Sunday is May 15.  The Rite of Confirmation will be May 29 during the 10:30 a.m. worship service.  Holy Communion will be celebrated on both Sundays.  We encourage all to come and participate in these joyous occasions in our church life.

I hope that each of us may know the joy of the indwelling Spirit, and may see the fruits of this in our lives.  May the whole 

congregation be filled with God’s Spirit as we seek to love and serve God.

Yours in Christ,    

     Pastor Denise

Confirmation on May 29

The rite of Confirmation will be celebrated on Sunday, May 29 during the 10:30 a.m. worship service.  This is an important time in the life of our young people and in the life of our congregation.  Holy Communion will be celebrated.  All are invited to attend the worship service and rejoice in the commitments made.

FYI (From Your Interim)
After several quiet weeks on the pastoral care front, these last few days have brought a flurry of people either being admitted to the hospital or needing special prayers. While Pastor Denise and I try our best to meet the pastoral needs of the congregation, it’s not a job we can do by ourselves. That is why we are so grateful for the church’s Prayer Circle, the Tuesday Morning Prayer Group, and the Members in Ministry. These groups, plus the many acts of friendship displayed by individual church members, provide the Christian care that makes a difference in times of need.

Despite the fact that so many of you are so effective, I still hear, “Pastor, I wish I was better at calling on people. Sometimes, even if I know them well. I don’t know what to say.” Let me share with you a bit of wisdom that I read some time ago and that has helped me in my pastoral ministry. All Christian care comes down to this: “BE HERE. BE YOU. BE NOW.”

BE HERE. Someone once said, “80% of life is just showing up.” The beginning of all acts of caring is simply putting yourself in the presence of the person in need. Several years ago I had surgery and needed to recuperate at home. While there, a member of the church stopped in to see me. He was obviously uncomfortable and I wasn’t feeling too well myself. We talked for a few minutes and then he left. To this day, I couldn’t tell you what he said, but the fact that I have remembered his visit—with gratitude—over years, is an indication of how important it was to me. We can also be present through our telephone calls, hot dishes, and cards. 

BE YOU. You don’t have to be an expert or someone else in order to provide care, comfort and support to others. Simply be you, a concerned friend. The hospitalized or in long-term care situations have a lot of contact with professionals. What they really want to see is a friendly face, someone to remind them that there is a life outside the room in which they are confined.

BE NOW.  Be “in the moment.” Be “fully present.” This, I admit, is the hardest one for most of us. Being “in the moment” and “fully present” means that the person you are with has your full attention. This is not easy, especially if the person in the next bed has the TV on loud (and you know the answer to the Jeopardy question). It is not easy if you have a tight schedule and you need to get going. It is not easy if you are worried about the “right” thing to say or if you are anxious to share the story of your operation. Those people who have made the greatest impression upon me, are those who—when I am with them—make me feel that at that moment, I am the most important person in the world.

Keep up the good work and I’ll see you in church.                   Pastor Kendell.
Office manager says good-by

After 16 years, office manager/administrative assistant Sue Lloyd is leaving to take a full-time job.  (She doesn’t have one yet—let her know if you hear of anything.)  There will be a farewell tea party on May 26 from noon – 2pm in the church library.  All are welcome to stop by and say good-by.

Consistory Report

Consistory met on Thursday, April 21 with Pam Alwin, Sue Barth, Rick Breininger, Evelyn Koenig, Daryl Matzke, Shawn Liverseed, Dianna Woerpel, Pastors Denise and Kendell present.

Motion by Daryl, seconded by Evelyn to appoint Shawn Liverseed to complete Mike Brzezinski’s term.  Motion carried. 

Pastor Kendell spoke favorably of the spring Conference meeting.  Pastor Denise will be completely moved in at the parsonage by April 30.  Teen Breakfast club completed their discussion of C.S. Lewis’ Narnia series.  They will take a trip to Six Flags this summer.  The Ice Cream Social had been set for July 17.
Committee Reports:

Building and Maintenance:

· Work needs to be done on church entryway

· Balcony front railing doesn’t meet code; investigating adding glass or plexiglass

· Rick will apply fertilizer/week killer to church lawn

Christian Education:

· Still selling cookbooks

· Good turnout at roller-skating party

· Interest in starting a 7th grade Sunday School class

Finance:

· Working to diversify investments

Ads have been in Madison and local papers for administrative assistant position.  (Sue is leaving at end of May.)  Committee of Pastor Denise, Pam, and Rick will do interviews.
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We celebrate mothers

Join us for worship on Mother’s Day, 

May 8. The youngest and oldest mothers 

at each service will receive flowers.

Strengthen the Church

On Sunday, May 15, we will be receiving the STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH special mission offering of the United Church of Christ.  Through our gifts to STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH, we further our commitment to be a multiracial, multicultural church, open and accessible to all.  We strengthen and renew existing congregations.  We fund leadership for new congregations.  We provide exciting new programs for youth and young adults.  We fund leadership development for the whole church.  Please think about how important a strong and vital church is to you and your family and consider making a gift to the STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH offering.

Radio Broadcasts

Please let us know as soon as possible when there is a problem with a radio broadcast.  If there is something wrong with the transmission, such as another program playing at the same time, please call the radio station 356-3974.

Mission in Motion

Mission In Motion, a small group ministry, is planning a Mission Fair in conjunction with the Ice Cream Social on July 17!  All those interested in participating in the Mission Fair should contact Linda Lange (643-2374) or the church office (643-8387).

Music at First Church
                                      by Dennis Kahn

As May approaches, I would like to look back and reflect upon a year of joyful music that we were blessed with at First Church.  The music of our worship gives us another way to praise God.  Solos, guest perform-ances, the Sunday School, The Men of A Chord, and First Choir all help to enrich our services and our souls. The addition of our “new” organ has proven to be icing on that musical cake!!   

First of all, I would like to acknowledge the Men of A Chord who have just completed their season of music.  Chuck Henning, Larry Johnson, Art Zerler, Bill Roth, Tom Litscher, Dennis Schneller, Fritz Wyttenbach, John Bowman, Paul Ladd, Merton Von Wald, and Dave Kolb. have all contributed to our efforts this year and blessed us with the gift of their voices.  Also, Kristy Litscher continues to bring her energy and talent to our rehearsals and performances.  Thanks to everyone!

Throughout this year, we also were blessed with the gift of many special performances we were able to enjoy.  Those who contribute solos and ensembles to our services are always appreciated and welcomed. As summer approaches, many of these giving individuals will again contribute their special music throughout the months of June, July and August.

First Choir continues to be a special group to work with.  Emily Fuchs, Evelyn Koenig, Dianna Woerpel, Marcia Nachriener, Lois Pieper, Evelyn Accola, Doris Steuber, Evelyn Kaiser, Sharal Steuber, Steve & Kara Rheingans, Kevin Larsen, Larry Johnson, Art Zerler, Irene Waffenschmidt, Jamie Wittwer, Barb Meyer, and Bill Roth continue as regulars.  Along with these members, we     5 have been blessed to have others periodically come and join in making music when they could.  Whenever YOU feel the need to make music, please consider coming to First Choir to help us make music together to worship our Lord!

I would like to mention the contributions that Laura Maenche continues to make to our Music Ministry here at First Church.  She has volunteered to supply special music numerous times and she is always willing to fill in for me when I must be absent.  Special thanks also go out to all of the people who assist with the music for our Saturday worship services. With Pastor Denise’s leadership, Kristy has done a wonderful job of getting the music together for those services.

[image: image3.wmf]Finally, as we continue our musical journey, I would like to thank the congregation for your continuing support of our Music Ministry.  The organ continues to be a blessing, and we are so fortunate to have such a fine instrument along with a congregation that supports it. Please contact me if you have any suggestions or if you would like to volunteer to help with our Music Ministry. Making a joyful noise unto the Lord is,       indeed,    a privilege!

Saturday Evening Worship Services

There are two more spring Saturday Evening Worship Services.  These services are of a praise format, with lots of music lead by a music team.  The songs are new for most of us, and the order of worship is more casual.  If this is a style that draws you into worship, or you would like to experience something new please join us at 5 pm.        

Mission trip to Minneapolis set

Urban Immersion Services is part of the Great Minneapolis Council of Churches.  Their services combine the study of why people are poor with hands-on help to those in need.  Participants will spend time grappling with the survival choices homeless and working-poor families must make each month.  They also learn what role self-worth, chemical dependency, racism, the economy and domestic violence play in poverty and what is being done to break the cycle.  Time is spent volunteering in homeless shelters, battered women’s centers, food shelves, and affordable housing projects – helping those who need it.  Urban Immersion has a secure retreat center that sleeps 50 and includes facilities.  A trip for high school kids to Minneapolis and Urban Immersion is scheduled for July 27 – 30.  The cost is $160 per person, which covers meals and lodging.  Registration is due May 15.  For more information see Pastor Denise.

(We are accepting donations to help our youth cover the cost of this trip.)

Christian Craft Clutch

May’s meeting will be Saturday, May 14 from 1-4 in the basement of the education building.  If you need encouragement to complete that project long stashed away, the craft clutch is the place to be!  All friends are welcome!

Like to garden?

The church needs a person or two to look after the plants around the church buildings: lightly prune, deadhead, fertilize, etc.  If you’d be interested in this volunteer position, please talk to a Pastor or call the church office.

There are a bunch of cannas bulbs that could be planted around the grounds if anyone is interested.

Would you like a ride?
Care Driver rides are available for church and community trips.  Examples:


--Mother-Daughter Banquet
--dentist, doctor, optometrist

--worship services


--hospital and Maplewood visits


--doctor and dentist appointments


--bank and other errands

Call Kelli Straight, 643-3719 or the church office 643-8387 to arrange for a ride.

New refrigerator donated

The Sub-Zero company is donating a new refrigerator to our church.  It is the 736 model and will be installed in the kitchen of the sanctuary dining room.  We are gratefully for this wonderful gift and thank Sub-Zero for their generosity.  We also appreciate the assistance of Doug Hegerfeld, who works for Wolf (a subsidiary of Sub-Zero) and is Katie Smith’s son, in getting our congregation connected with the Sub-Zero company.

Memorials report
Radio Ministry

March 2005
We thank the sponsors of the April radio 




broadcasts of our 8:00AM Sunday worship: 


 Memorials received in memory of


         Daniel Thompson  
Accola Family


Shirley Ritchie
Dorothy & Walter Wendt


Lilah Sprecher


Lilah Porter

In our church family 

Anniversaries
Birthdays 
      May

Irene and Lyman Waffenschmidt, 53 years on May 10 
Buford Wicklund
 2

Penny and Bill Roth, 52 years on May 23 
Liz Bongard
16



Pastor Denise
18


Marion Foster
18



Ervin Sprecher
18

Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and
Anna Zick 

22

                    anniversaries in May!
Esta Eschenbauch
26



VaLera Accola
28

                      Congratulations to members Rhonda Richards and Mark Pierick who were




    Married here on March 19!

Ushers

8:00                 May             10:30                    
 8:00                   June                  10:30

Sandy & Jay
Debbie & Herman
Em & Bill Fuchs
Jeanann & Rick

  Jenson
  Tschudy
Deb & Arnie Wells
  Breininger

Sandy Cleveland
Kara & Steve

(we need two more

Mike Brzezinski                 Rheingans
                                               ushers)


Pastor Kendell Nordstrom - office hours:  Wednesday-Friday, 9:00AM-noon 

                                                      and by appointment


office phone: 643-8387 
cell phone:  608-290-1434    email: kendell@ucc-saukcity.org
Pastor Denise Cole – office hours: Mon & Wed – 10-1, Tues 10-noon, Thurs works at home,     

                                                           and by appointment 
  office phone: 643-8387     home phone: 643-0279     email: denise_cole@ucc-saukcity.org   

Sue Lloyd, church office manager – office  open: Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-noon

office phone: 643-8387       email: firstucc@merr.com

church answering machine is always on to receive your messages

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

                 504 Washington Avenue

                 Sauk City, WI  53583                    

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

May

 5
Mother-Daughter Banquet – 6:30PM

8 Mothers’ Day

10
Finance Committee – 7:00PM

12
Program Committee – 7:00PM

14
Craft Clutch – 1PM

19 Pastor-Parish Relations Com. – 7PM

24
Mission in Motion – 7PM

26
Farewell tea party for Sue, noon-2PM


Consistory – 6:30PM

29
Confirmation at 10:30 service

Dedication of Memorials, both services

Saturday worship:  5:00PM  on May 7 and 14

Sunday worship:  8:00AM (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30AM (childcare provided)                                                      

Sunday School:  9:10-10:10AM for ages 3 through adult
Sunday School news 

                    by Margaret McFarlane

Many thanks to all the students who sang on April 17.

The Sunday School choir will sing at the 10:30 service on the 15th; our Pre-K and K students will have a special part.  
Our last Sunday School class will be May 22.  We will have sundaes as a final treat.
· Please let me or the church office know if 

you are going to church camp.

Please check the candle-lighting schedule- students are scheduled through May 29.

50 people joined the fun at “Jan and Dean’s Rolling Wheels” for our annual roller-skating party on April 17.

We are happy to report that $1,065 was collected for “The Mexican Children’s Refuge.”  Thank you so much for supporting this wonderful project!

This year, the Sunday School is again sponsoring a summer fundraiser.  We are scheduled to run a brat stand by Piggly Wiggly on Friday, July 15 and Saturday, July 16. Volunteers will be needed, so mark your calendar!

Our cookbook is still available for $8.  It makes a great Mother’s Day gift, as well as a graduation or shower present.

Camp registration continues

We are aware of 2 campers who are registered.  (You may continue to register through the end of May.)  Church 

camp is great fun and fellowship. To assist

with our camping program, we continue to

accept donations to our camp fund.  

Our final special offering 

will be on May 15.  If you 

are planning to go to camp, 

please let us know soon.

Vacation Bible School

Plans are being made for V.B.S.  Please let us know if your able to help—volunteers need to be 7th grade and older.  Call the church office or Margaret McFarlane, 643-6327.

From the family of Duane Zick

We would like to thank Pastor Nordstrom, the Women’s Guild, and all who assisted in Duane’s funeral.  Our sincere appreciation to family friends for your caring expressions of sympathy and your prayers.

From Verna Wenzel

Dear, dear friends,

I want to thank members of our congregation for their prayers, lovely get-well cards, and best wishes when I had knee surgery.  Your support was most welcome and appreciated.  Bill and I will never forget your kindness.  We especially want to thank Pastor Kendell for his visits and prayers.  May God bless each and every one of you.

From Verla Buroker

I want to thank everyone for their prayers and cards of get well wishes while I was in the hospital and nursing home.  Thank you, Pastor Denise and Pastor Kendell for being with my family on the day of surgery.

From Penny Roth and family

Our heartfelt thanks to our UCC family for their calls, prayers, visits, and cards during Bill’s surgeries and stay at St. Mary’s and now at Maplewood. Especially encouraging are the visits and prayers of Pastors Denise and Kendell.  We love you all.

From Rachel (Rieke) and Bill Faust

Thank you so much for remembering Tatum with the lovely hanky.  We had a wonderful baptism and fun-filled afternoon with family and friends.  We hope this note finds you well.

In the community

Habitat for Humanity “Garage” & 

Bake Sale

Treasures, practical stuff, and goodies for a good cause!  Saturday, May 14 from 7:30am-3pm at St. Al’s school gym.  Donations welcomed!  Bring items to the gym on Friday from 4-8pm.  There will also be a construction/building items sale at Habitat’s storage building—ask for directions at the sale.

Rite of Spring plant sale

St. Aloysius School is hosting a plant sale on Saturday, May 7 from 8am-noon in their gym. Perennials, herbs, and wildflowers from Gloria’s Garden will be sold, as well as popular annuals and cocoa bean mulch.

Roxbury Rural Run

The Sauk Prairie Memorial Hospital Foundation is sponsoring a run/walk on Saturday, May 7.  Registration starts at 7:30am, with the race at 9am.  Info on bulletin board.

Commission on Aging

The Commission is looking for people to deliver hot noon meals to senior shut-ins.  There is mileage reimbursement.

See bulletin board for details.
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  	Bible Study – Tues. at 9:00AM  


 	FiNKS – Wed. at 6:30PM


	First Choir –  


            Wed. at 7:00PM


	Prayer & Study Group


		  Thursday at 9:15AM


  














