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Dear Friends,

Happy Easter!  What joy we have in the resurrection of Jesus our Christ!

As I write this note we are in the middle of Lent and Easter seems far off, and yet the calendar shows that in just three weeks we celebrate the passion of Jesus and Easter.  The series of Wednesday evening Lenten services has been enriched with the addition of the Blackhawk congregation.  The theme of “Finding Peace in Times of Trial, Tribulation, and War” has challenged us to look within at our own relationship with God and challenged us to look at the outward actions we take that reveal the Divine to others.

Looking ahead in the life of our congregation, there are many good works continuing and beginning.   The Craft Clutch is off to a good start, the Women’s Guild Lenten Brunch is upcoming, the Sunday School is receiving offerings this Lent for the Mexican Children’s Refuge, The Adult Sunday School Class is reading “Towers of hope, stories of Healing”, the Spring Saturday evening worship services will begin in April, a new small group “Mission in Motion” is starting, and another retreat around the spiritual disciplines of Christianity will be in April.  I truly enjoy the ministries we share in Christ’s name.

Holy Week, March 20-27, begins with Palm 

Sunday.  The worship services for the week tell again the story of Jesus passion, from the triumphal entry into Jerusalem to the last supper with the disciples, his arrest in the garden while praying, his trial before the high priest and his trial with Pontius Pilate, his crucifixion, death and burial, and the joyous morning when the tomb is empty.  The entire week is the story, and so all are encouraged to attend services on Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday.  I hope that as we re-tell Christ’s story our own faith is deepened and we are re-committed to our relationship with Jesus.

May God bless you and may the joy of Christ’s resurrection be a deep and transforming grace in your life.

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Denise

FYI (From Your Interim)
On Thursday in Holy Week, several important events occurred. Jesus gathered the disciples together to celebrate the Passover in the Upper Room. He washed their feet before the meal to show them that in order to be great one must first serve. Then, when he was at table with them, he took the bread and the cup and said that they were his body and blood. Finally, later that evening, he took the disciples with him into the Garden of Gethsemane where he prayed that the coming tragedy might be averted. There he was arrested and take to the authorities.

As important as these actions are, what is even more important is that this was not the end of the story. Holy Thursday becomes Good Friday, the day of his crucifixion and his body being laid in the tomb. On Saturday (the Jewish Sabbath), his followers hid, fearful and sad, mourning the death of their Lord. Easter Sunday dawns with the incredible news, “Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!” 

To show how important it is that we see the complete story, the service on Holy Thursday does not end with a benediction, the traditional, liturgical act signifying that the worship service has ended. We simply leave the sanctuary in silence. The final benediction is not pronounced until the conclusion of the joyful Easter Festival service.

It seems to me, that I sometimes have a Holy Thursday faith. I am willing to have Jesus serve me. I am more than willing to eat at the table with him and even accompany him into the garden of prayer. However, there my faith falters. I grow distracted, weary, bored and fall asleep spiritually. When danger comes, when my Lord is threatened, I think first of my personal safety and slip into the darkness, away from the crowds and 

controversy.

Thanks be to God that is not the end of the story. The final “Amen,” is not my weak-ness, but the power of God that triumphs over all. It is the appearance of the risen Christ to those who followed him, no matter how imperfectly. It is the affirmation, “Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the age.”

Dear friends in Christ at First Church, in the remaining days of Lent I invite you to prepare for the Resurrection Celebration. Even though we may have a Holy Thursday faith, the final “Amen,” is the unending “Alleluia!” of Easter joy.

See you in church. 

Pastor Kendell. 

Consistory report
Consistory met on Thursday, February 17.  Present were: Pam Alwin, Sue Barth, Rick Breininger, Evelyn Koenig, Daryl Matzke, and Pastor Kendell. 

Pastor Kendell is concentrating on Pastoral care.  He is accompanying Care Visitors (from Members in Ministry) as they visit the homebound and those recovering from illness and surgery. He has done several services at Maplewood and The Pines.  He will be spending time with the 5th & 6th graders during each Sunday School hour.  A thank-you letter was received from Conference Minister, David Moyer, for our contributions to Our Church’s Wide Mission and tsunami relief.  Blackhawk United Methodist is joining Concordia, First Presbyterian, and us in the Wednesday 

evening Lenten services.  

The Search Committee received about 100 completed Pastoral Surveys.  They are using these as they finish up the profile which will be sent to prospective pastors.  Building and Maintenance Committee reports that the Cole family is just about finished painting in the parsonage.  Some of the confirmation students, supervised by Rick Breininger and Rick Peters, will remove the old carpet.  

Other business: Interest payment is due on the loan next month.  Motion to also pay $1000 toward principal at this time passed. QuickBooks has been installed on the office computer to perform church accounting.  Plans and Goals (from Annual Report) discussed. Consistory installation will be March 13.  Motion passed to have cable internet service installed in church offices if installation cost is under $500.  Motion passed to deposit a bequest in the Music Ministry fund.

Chili and Soup Dinner

The Women’s Guild is hosting a Chili and Soup Dinner on Wednesday, March 2 to raise money for our organ fund.  Dinner will  

                be served from 5pm to about 7pm, 

                then there will be a break for the 

                Lenten service in our sanctuary.  Desserts and beverages will be served after the service.  Homemade chili and soups will be available along with bread, beverage, and dessert.  Cost = free-will donation.

All in the community are invited for good food and fellowship.

Lenten Services continue

The theme for our cooperative midweek 

Lenten services is “Finding peace in times 

of trial, tribulation, and war.”                       3

There are three Wednesday services remaining—all begin at 7:30pm.  There is also a Good Friday cooperative service. Offerings received at each of these services will go into the United Church Work Fund to be used to support our Vacation Bible School, Habitat for Humanity, Hope House, or Church World Service.  

March 2   First UCC

Pastor John Smith: “Peace and Quiet”

March 9   First Presbyterian

Pastor Denise: World peace/God’s peace”

March 16   Concordia UMC

Pastor Kendell: “Portraits of Peace”

March 25 – Good Friday  First Pres – 1PM

Welcome the stranger: OGHS 

Television and the Internet allow us to have remote encounters with people, without any kind of social responsibility on our part.  We can flick the remote to cheer for the next American Idol, jeer the last Survivor, and applaud for the successful Apprentice.  We can click the mouse to talk anonymously with strangers about the latest book review, purchase a shirt, or make travel reservations. More and more, we rely willingly and happily on unseen strangers to take care of our needs.

What about the strangers who we think have nothing to offer us?  The strangers we see in media stories about war, disasters, and poverty?  What is our responsibility to 

those strangers?  

By giving to One Great Hour of Sharing, we respond faithfully, offering hospitality and welcome to the strangers in our world.

Please use the enclosed envelope for your gift and bring it church in March.

Lenten Brunch to be served

We invite all women and men of our church and their friends to join us for our Annual Lenten Brunch on Saturday, March 12th at 11AM in the basement of the sanctuary.  This annual event is sponsored by the Women’s Guild.  
Marilyn Sprecher, a nurse at Sauk Prairie Memorial Hospital will be our featured speaker.  She has joined Dr. Tony De Giovanni’s medical mission team at different times in Haiti.  She will bring a most uplifting message of caring, Christian compassion.  There is no charge for the meal; a free-will offering will be taken for the ongoing work in Haiti.  

Sign up at the back of church or call the office to make your reservations. Friends from other churches are welcome to attend.

New Member Reception

New Members will be received on Sunday, March 13.  If you are interested in becoming a member of First United Church of Christ please speak with Pastor Kendell or Pastor Denise.

Towers of Hope

Adult Sunday School class is reading the book Towers of Hope, stories to help us heal by Joy Carol. “This is a time of anxiety and insecurity around the world.  In these turbulent times we desperately want to “hear” stories that show us how to heal the scars and pain in our lives.  Since ancient days storytelling has been used as a powerful tool in the healing process.  Moving accounts of how people have successfully faced tough challenges can help us put our own wounds in a more meaning-ful and hopeful context.  Towers of Hope recounts stories about people who have suffered from tremendously difficult situations.  Although unable to change the terrible things that happened to them, these people responded to their problems by transforming what seemed like hopeless situations into healing experience and personal triumphs.  They found wholeness in their losses, traumas and disabilities.  They are truly Towers of Hope.”  Please join the class on Sunday mornings at 9:10 in the lower education-building kitchen.

Christian Craft Clutch

The March Christian Craft Clutch will be on Saturday March 19 from 1-4pm in the basement of the education building.  We had a wonderful span of generations last month.  Please call Diane Matzke (644-9016), Marcia Nachreiner (643-3668), or Robin Franck (643-4545) if you have any questions.  Bring a friend, everyone is welcome!  There is a 2pm wedding on the 19th—please park on Monroe St. 

Memorials

January 2005 – no memorials received

Radio Ministry

We thank the sponsors of the February radio



Eileen Williams, Marcia & Steve Thurwachter, Ruth Hehenberger, and Toddy Loether.
In our church family
broadcasts of our 8:00AM Sunday worship

Marcia and Steve Thurwachter


Eileen Williams


Ruth Hehenberger


Priscilla “Toddy” Loether
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John Trueb
 5

Louise and Wilbert Reuter, 54 years on March 4
John Winiger
 6        


Sally Beerkircher
 8 



Evelyn Kaiser
 9

Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and
Franz Wyttenbach
12

anniversaries in March!  (We acknowledge all
Sharal Steuber
13

birthdays 70 and over; anniversaries: first, all that end
Lois Price
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in 5 or 0, and all 50 and over.  Call the church office if
Calvin Sorg
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we miss yours.)
Lloyd Oler
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Irene Waffenschmidt
23



Hedy Taylor
25



Chuck Henning
25



Lucy Coenen
28

Ushers

8:00               March           10:30                    
 

Tammy Young
Rick Chamberlin


   
Betsy 
Margaret & Tom
**2005 Usher and Communion Server

Jackie Sliter
  McFarlane
  schedules will be mailed out soon**

   Derek
Kay Roherty   


Pastor Kendell Nordstrom - office hours:  Wednesday-Friday, 9:00AM-noon 

                                                      and by appointment


office phone: 643-8387 
cell phone:  608-290-1434    email: kendell@ucc-saukcity.org
Pastor Denise Cole – office hours: Mon & Wed – 10-1, Tues 10-noon, Thurs works at home,     

                                                           and by appointment 
  office phone: 643-8387     home phone: 643-0279     email: denise_cole@ucc-saukcity.org   

Sue Lloyd, church office manager – office  open: Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-noon

          (church answering machine is always on to receive your messages)

firstucc@merr.com

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

                     504 Washington Avenue

                 Sauk City, WI  53583                    

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

March
2 Chili and Soup Dinner, 5-7PM

Cooperative Lenten Service, here – 7:30PM

3
Program Committee – 7:00PM

6 One Great Hour of Sharing offering

 9
Cooperative Lenten Service, First Pres – 7:30PM

12
Lenten Brunch – 11AM

13
New Member Sunday


16
Cooperative Lenten Service, Concordia – 7:30PM

17
Consistory – 7:00PM

20
Palm Sunday

24
Maundy Thursday Service – 7:00PM


25
Cooperative Good Friday Service – 1PM at First Presbyterian



Good Friday Communion Service – 7:00PM

27
Easter!  Services at 8 and 10:30AM

Sunday worship:  8:00AM (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30AM (childcare provided)

Sunday School:  9:10-10:10AM for ages 3 to adult

FiNKS (confirmation class): Wednesdays at 6:00PM

Sunday School news

                            by Margaret McFarlane

Our annual roller-skating party will be Sunday, April 17 from 4:15-6:45.  We have invited Concordia and First Presbyterian members to join us.  We’ll meet at Jan & Deans.  The cost is $3.25 per skater ($4.25 for rollerblades).

There were 39 in attendance at our February Fun and Float.  It was a fun afternoon of swimming and fellowship.

During Lent, the Sunday School is collecting donations for the Mexican Children’s Refuge.  Pastor Herb and Bev Feierabend from our church are the coordinators of this home building project.

Donations can be sent to Sunday School or put in the offering plate. Donations should be turned in by April 10.

March is church camp month!  Students in grades K-6 will hear about camp.  The camp pot will be out in the narthex for donations which will be used to sponsor campers.

Thanks for the great choir participation on February 20.  The Sunday School choir will sing again on March 20.  

A new candlelighter schedule will be made for April and May.  If your child would like to participate, please let me know 

(643-6327).

On Palm Sunday (March 20) all students are welcome to join in a palm procession at the 10:30 service.  

                                                                   5

Instead of a Saturday Easter party this year, we will have an egg hunt on Sunday, March 20 during the Sunday School hour.

Vacation Bible School will be held June 13-17 this year.  Please let me know if you are able to be the coordinator, a co-coordinator, teacher, or lead a craft.

Youth: Grades 7-12

We’d like to hear from you!  What kinds of events would you like to participate in?  What are some fun activities you’d like to do?  What are your ideas for our youth group?  Please contact Teresa Kreutzmann, 643-3289, or Margaret McFarlane, 643-6327. 

Church camp is for all ages!

Campers gather in the community of creation to share meals, songs, campfires, star-gazing, worship, water sports, and more.  Church camp really is a wonderful way to relax, have fun, learn, and enjoy fellowship.

Brochures for the 2005 season have been mailed to those who participated last year; additional brochures are available in the literature racks and at the church office.  There are camps for young children all the way up to senior citizens.  Register for the camp you want by sending in 

the form and fee.  There are 

discounts if you register early!  

The camp pot will be up at the back of church to remind everyone that we are collecting money to help our campers.  Money may be placed in the pot or offering plates, or sent to the church office.  A special offering will be taken on March 20.

If you want financial aid, LET US KNOW THAT YOU ARE REGISTERED.  

If you have any questions about church camp, contact Margaret McFarlane or the church office.  

Mission in Motion begins

A new mission group has evolved out of the Unwrapping our Gifts course.  Every month, the group will choose a different mission that will be the focus of that month. On the second Sunday of each month, a few minutes of each service will focus on the chosen mission with a speaker from Mission in Motion or a guest speaker, and a special collection to benefit the mission.  A variety of different mission projects are on our list: in Sauk Prairie, in Wisconsin, in the U.S., and in the world.  Our featured mission for March is One Great Hour of Sharing. Anyone interested in being a part of Mission in Motion is invited to our next meeting on Tuesday, March 15 at 7pm.    

From Pete Haines

Thank you so much for all of your cards, prayers, and extensions of sympathy at the death of my daughter, Susan Lewis.  We are still profoundly saddened by her sudden death, but know that time and the support of good friends like all of you will help us through this difficult time.

From Marcia Thompson 

I would like to thank the members of First Church, Pastor Denise, Pastor Kendell, and Laura Maenche for all of your prayers, care, and concern at the time of Dan’s death.  Thanks also to the Women’s Guild for the great meal you provided.

In the community

March 6 – Chili Supper at St. John’s in 

                  Leland, 3:30-8pm

March 12 – Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner 

at Merrimac United Methodist, 4:30-7pm

March 13 – Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner 

at North Freedom United Methodist, 4-7pm

March 13 – Spring Tea Party & Fashion           

                      Show at St. Al’s, 2pm

Look for details on the bulletin board.

Holy Week Schedule

Sunday, March 20 -  Palm Sunday

  Children’s palm procession - 10:30 service

  worshippers at both services receive palms

Thursday, March 24 -  Maundy Thursday,   

  7:00PM  Holy Communion Service

Friday, March 25  -  Good Friday

  Ecumenical Cooperative Service - 1PM

at First Presbyterian
  Worship here with Holy Communion – 

                                                          7:00PM     

March 27 - Easter Sunday 

    Services with Holy Communion 

            at 8:00 and 10:30AM

Easter flowers

You may sponsor an Easter flower in memory or honor of someone.  The cost is $10.  Please place the money in an envelope with sponsorship information and put it in 

the offering plate, give to a Pastor, or get it to the church office.
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  each week


Tuesday:  Bible Study – 9:00AM  	


Wednesday:


		Men of A-Chord – 5:45PM


		FiNKS (confirmation) – 6:00PM


		First Choir – 6:30PM


	Thursday:


		Prayer & Study Group - 9:15AM





  








