February 2005


First United Church of Christ


           FYI (From Your Interim)

Last Sunday (January 30th), young people 

from the confirmation class spoke before the congregation and collected money following worship for the tsunami relief effort of the United Church of Christ. I was impressed by both the fine presentations of the young people and the generous response of the congregation.
Thank you. 

While many fine organizations are collecting money and are attempting to help the victims of this unprecedented tragedy, I always try to make my gifts through the denomination, in our case, the United Church of Christ. I have four reasons for this:

1. First, I know that at least 90 cents of every dollar I give will go directly to relief. Over 90% of the essential administrative costs are covered by wills and bequests made to the larger church over the years. These endowments of the past enable our gifts of today to go to immediate needs.

2. I know that the gifts will go to the people that need them. The United Church of Christ, through Church World Service and other international Christian service agencies, always work with local church leaders to ensure that those most in need receive attention first.

3. If I have a concern, there are people, who I trust, to whom I can talk. From the Association, to the Conference, all the way to Cleveland and the National office, they are more than willing 

to answer my questions. Many of these are folk

whom I have known for years. I know that—like you and me—their first concern is to meet the needs of those who are suffering in the name of Christ.

4. I know that my gifts, made in the name of Jesus and given through the spirit of Jesus have something "extra." To be sure, a blanket given by UNICEF or a government relief agency is just as warm as one given by the church (and surely just as appreciated), but I would like to think that our prayers of concern and love for those in need accompany every meal, every  bottle of water, every dose of medication donated. 

So I am grateful to young people who are willing to stand up in church and ask you to help; I am grateful to those who give so generously; and I am thankful that I have a larger church through whom I can reach
around the world.

See you in church. Pastor Kendell.



FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

504 Washington Avenue
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

February
6
Annual Meeting follows 9:00AM service

     childcare available at both service and meeting
 7
Sunday School staff – 6:30PM
 8
“Unwrapping Our Gifts” reunion 

9 Ash Wednesday cooperative service here – 7:30PM
12
Craft Clutch, 1-4PM

13
Women’s Sunday

16 Lenten Service at Blackhawk UMC – 7:30PM

17
Consistory – 7PM

20
Children’s Sunday



Fun & Float at high school pool, 1-3:00PM

21
Pastor-Parish Relations Committee

23
Lenten Service at Concordia – 7:30PM     

Sunday worship:  8:00AM (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30AM (childcare provided)

Sunday School:  9:10-10:10AM for ages 3 to adult

FiNKS (confirmation class): Wednesdays at 6:00PM

Memorials report

          Radio Ministry

December 2004
Memorials received for:

  
Iver Schara

Contributed $500 to expand the sanctuary

sound system to accommodate the hearing

assist devices 

In our church family 
We thank the sponsors of the January radio broadcasts of our 8:00AM Sunday worship:


Lucy and Lorene


Vera & Zona Dickerson


Pat & John Shelby

Maxine Cairns



Iola Kamrath & Louie Weber








H
We thank the July sponsors of

Anniversary

Birthdays 
       February


Mabel Kuhnau
 1

Shirley and Merton Moely, 63 years on Feb. 7
Bill Wenzel
 6

Jim Price
 7        Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and
Evie Accola
12

anniversaries in February!  (We acknowledge all
Vera Dickerson
14

birthdays 70 and over; anniversaries: first, all that end
Helen King
14

in 5 or 0, and all 50 and over. Let the church office
Jeanne Mueller
18

know if we miss yours.)
Maurice Schaefer
19



Lois Pieper
21


Theo Nelson
21


         Our sympathies and prayers to the family of
Ella Pacholke
22



         Dan Thompson, who died on January 25.
Nettie Gander
24


Henrietta Fosnot
27


Cliff Pieper
28

Ushers

8:00                February            10:30______

Donna & Art Seitz
Terry Steuber
        The 2005 usher and communion server
Brenda & Steve Ott
Sue, Phil, & Jamie Barth
    schedules will be mailed soon.

Pastor Kendell Nordstrom - office hours:  Wednesday-Friday, 9:00AM-noon 

                                                      and by appointment


office phone: 643-8387 
cell phone:  608-290-1434    email: kendell@ucc-saukcity.org
Pastor Denise Cole – office hours: Mon & Wed – 10-1, Tues 10-noon, Thurs works at home,     

                                                           and by appointment 

  office phone: 643-8387     home phone: 643-0279     email: denise_cole@ucc-saukcity.org   

Sue Lloyd, church office manager – office  open: Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-noon

            (church answering machine is always on to receive your messages)

Pastor Denise’s Page

The Annual Reports are out, the preparation for the Annual Meeting has begun, and we are looking forward to what the new year has in store for us.  Most importantly, we are in the spirit of prayer – listening for God to speak, so that we might follow.  “God is still speaking” is the identity campaign of the United Church of Christ.  It is, also, the spiritual attitude that I was raised with in the UCC.  We pray and we listen.  In this year the Search Committee will be listening, asking, and listening.  They will listen to the congregation AND for the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  May we all hold them in our prayers.

Thank you everyone who remembered my family and me over the holidays with greetings, gifts and sharing.  Thank you to all who attended our open house January 9.  

Epiphany has been a short season in our liturgical year.  Lent begins on February 9 with Ash Wednesday.  The Wednesday evening services this year include Concordia United Methodist, First Presbyterian, First UCC and Bethlehem United Methodist in Blackhawk.  We welcome the cooperative participation of all these congregations.

I hope that each of you will find time to come to the Mardi Gras Pancake Supper – Tuesday, February 8.  The kids in FiNKS (Confirmation class) are putting this event on.  Supper is served from 5:45-6:30 p.m.  Look for the article in this newsletter to learn more, or call the church office.

May we have a deep and meaningful journey this Lent, and may we find peace in times of trial, tribulation, and war.

     Yours in Christ, Pastor Denise

Parsonage update

Last December, Pastor Denise expressed her willingness to the Consistory to move into the parsonage, if it was available.  Consistory members researched the options for the parsonage.  Rev. Robert Mutton, Southwest Association Minister, met with Consistory and shared all possible options.  Statistics show that offering a new pastor a housing allowance will give the Search Committee a much greater opportunity to locate a Senior Pastor for our congregation.  While a parsonage has been a definite asset to a church, in this day and age it is proven that a housing allowance will attract more qualified candidates for the Senior Pastor position.  Pastor Denise and her family plan to move into the parsonage sometime in March.

Mardi Gras Pancake Supper

FiNKS is decorating for, cooking, serving, and enjoying a Pancake Supper on Tuesday, February 8 from 5:45-6:30 p.m.  ALL ARE WELCOME!  Reservations are encouraged but not required!  You can make a reservation by signing up in the narthex or calling the office.  Menu includes pancakes, and sausage from Wyttenbach Meats.  Wear a costume if you want, but mostly just come for the fun, food, and fellowship.

Cooperative Lenten Services
The theme for our Wednesday evening services this year is “Finding Peace in times of trial, tribulation, and war.”  This sharing of Lenten worship with our brothers and sisters in faith is a cherished tradition of our church.  Services start at 7:30PM.

Wednesday evening Lenten schedule

Feb. 9 – Ash Wednesday          First UCC
    Holy Communion will be served

Pastor John Smith III will have the message

Feb. 16   Blackhawk UMC

Pastor Kendell: “When peace isn’t Possible”

Feb. 23   Concordia UMC

Pastor Carol Quinn will have the message

March 2   First UCC

Pastor Jeff Virchow: “Peace and Quiet”

March 9   First Presbyterian

Pastor Denise: World peace/God’s peace”

March 16   Concordia UMC

Pastor Kendell: “Portraits of Peace”

March 25 – Good Friday  First Pres – 1PM

Women’s Sunday
On February 13 we will celebrate Women’s Sunday at both worship services, which will  be lead by women of our congregation.  All women are asked to wear some sort of scarf in any way (around neck, around waist, over head, etc.) to worship on Women’s Sunday. 

February Christian Craft Clutch

Our next Christian Craft Clutch will be Saturday, February 12 from 1-4 in the basement of the education building.  Bring a craft that you would like to work on and bring a friend.  Some of you may enjoy the time to work on a Valentine’s Day project.  Mark your calendars!  If you have any questions, please call Robin Franck (643-4545), Marcia Nachreiner (643-3668) or Diane Matzke (644-9016) for more information.                           3

Greetings From Your Music Director
                                  by Dennis Kahn


It's hard to believe we are already more than a month past Christmas. January proved to be a rough road as two evenings of choir were canceled because of treacherous weather.  Both First Choir and Men of
A-Chord are back at it preparing music for Sundays and Lent.  I would like to extend an invitation to any and all to come and join us to help make our worship as musically fulfilling as possible.

Also on a bright note, Phil Schwartz was able to get back to us recently to reinstall the chimes.  When the chimes were taken down last spring, all the mechanisms and chimes were sent to Organ Supply for refurbishing.
Unfortunately or fortunately, Phil was not satisfied with what was done so everything
was taken down again last fall and sent back for further work.


The decision last summer was to locate the chimes in the pipe chamber. It gives us better control and maintenance access.  Happily, everything is back together and working fine.  Now we will be able to enjoy the chimes in helping make music for our worship services.

Also, I was able just recently to conclude a series of field trips for all my 6th grade students at Sauk Prairie Middle School.  As part of the curriculum, the kids are introduced to the pipe organ and how it works. With the support of the Middle School administration and the encouragement of Pastor Denise, every 6th grader had the opportunity to come to First Church and experience our wonderful new organ.


Finally, for the Lenten season, both Men of 

A-Chord and First Choir will modify rehearsal times due to the Lenten services.  Men of A-Chord will rehearse from 5:45 to

6:30 P.M. and First Choir will begin at 6:30 and conclude at 7:15 P.M.  This will allow

members to be able to get to the Lenten services, which begin at 7:30 P.M.  This change will begin on February 9th.

I would like to thank everyone for their wonderful support of our music
ministry here at First Church. 

Sunday School news
                       by Margaret McFarlane

Our "Bowling Bash" was a success!  36 people joined us at Riviera Bowl to either

bowl or spectate.

SUNDAY SCHOOL classes will not

be held on Sunday, February 6 due to 

the Annual Meeting.  During the 9AM service and 10AM Meeting, there will be a nursery available and videos for school age students.

A new schedule of candlelighters is out

Please call me at 643-6327 if your child
would like to light candles at a Sunday service but did not sign up.

Students who volunteered to "Greet" 

on their Time and Talent sheets will be 

assigned to the third Sunday of the month.

The Sunday School Choir sounded great 

on January 16.  We will be singing again 

on Sunday, February 20 at the 10:30 service. Grades 4,5,6 will do something special before the choir sings.
February Fun & Float is on the 20th from

1:00-3:00.  (see separate article)
March will be church camp month.

February Fun & Float

The Sunday School invites you to our

annual swimming party!  We will 

enjoy swimming and 

fellowship on Sunday,

Feb. 20 from 1:00-3:00

at the Sauk Prairie High 

School pool. Everyone is welcome—there is no charge.  We are inviting our Sunday School friends from Concordia and First Presbyterian.  Each family is asked to bring one food item to share (chips, cheese, cookies, etc.)  We will share the snack around 2:30.  Plan on joining us for an afternoon of fun!
Fuel Fund

There is an envelope to donate to the Fuel Fund in your offering envelope box.  Please return your envelope this month.

Care Rides

Church members offer free rides to worship services, church programs, and businesses in the community.

Call Kelli Straight, 643-3719 or the church office 643-8387 to arrange for a ride      

Chili and Soup Dinner

The Women’s Guild is hosting a Chili and Soup Dinner on Wednesday, March 2 to raise money for our organ fund.  Dinner will  

                be served from 5pm to about 7pm, 

                then there will be a break for the 

                Lenten service in our sanctuary.  Serving will resume at about 8pm and continue until 9pm.  Homemade chili and soups will be available along with bread, beverage, and dessert.  Cost = free-will donation.

Anyone who would like to donate a dessert, please call Debbie Tschudy at 643-8697 or sign up at the back of church. 

All in the community are invited for good food and fellowship.

Thank-you notes

· Thanks to those who helped assemble 

the Annual Report:  Evelyn Koenig, VaLera Accola, Ruth Corrao, Lois Price, Shirley Moely, Sandy Frey, and Lilah Sprecher.  This is a huge project—many hands made light work!

· The Women’s Guild Christmas Program 

was December 2.  We would like to thank Lois Pieper and Sherry Steffen for chairing the program; Christmas Memories.  Thank you to Lois Pieper and Dianna 
Woerpel for the wonderful job they did decorating the Education Building basement for our program.  Also thank you to Debbie Tschudy, Sherry Steffen, and Kay Roherty for providing refreshments and desserts for our special night. 
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· Thanks to those who volunteered at the food Pantry in January.

Missing something?

If you didn’t receive your 2004 offering envelopes, Annual Report, or offering statement, call the church office at 643-8387  (our answering machine is always on).  Also, talk to Sue if there are any problems with your offering statement.

Offering envelopes
Some of the offering envelopes eg. communion, have a place for your name and address.  Ignore that.  Some churches use these in pews.  If it has your envelope number on it, we know it is yours!

Radio broadcast cost

We’ve been notified that 2005 radio broadcasts will cost $58.  If you’ve already paid, you may just put $3 extra in your offering—no need to indicate that it’s for radio sponsorship.

We recommend

My Soul is a Witness, a play about the civil rights movement.  Thursday, Feb. 17 at the River Arts Center.  This is for middle school through adults.  Tickets are $15 for adults, $10 for students ($5 for first 200 students).

Call church office for ticket info.

College students:  info on UCC scholarships

can be found at scholars@ucc.org.
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each week


Tuesday:  Bible Study – 9:00AM  	


Wednesday:


		Men of A-Chord – 5:45PM


		FiNKS (confirmation) – 6:00PM


		First Choir – 6:30PM


	Thursday:


		Prayer & Study Group - 9:15AM


  	 





ANNUAL MEETING


Sunday, February 6, 2005 10AM


following 


9:00AM Worship Service


BRING YOUR ANNUAL REPORT








