January 2005


First United Church of Christ


Pastor Denise’s Page

The year 2004 is ending, and the planning and preparation for the New Year is actively taking place.  This SCOOP is full of the events and ministries for the month, so please read it carefully.

Brian and I invite all of you to our Epiphany Open House, Sunday January 9 from 2-5.  Pastor Kendell and his wife Kay will be joining us.  We hope with the extended time, many of you will come for a visit and have the opportunity to also meet the Nordstroms.

The last Sunday of 2004 – the first Sunday of Christmastide – Pastor Kendell shared a blessing for the New Year.  Some of us take time in December and the beginning of January to set goals, make resolutions, and plan for the coming days.  Perhaps this blessing will help you with that work.   Or maybe the act of daily reflection on this blessing will be enough to guide us.

The New Year is a time for taking stock of our life.

Let us reflect on our use of time,

 And resolve to deepen our experience of eternity.

Let us reflect on our investment of money,

 And resolve to live our understanding of 

stewardship.

Let us reflect on our attitude towards work,

 And resolve to strengthen our sense of vocation.

Let us reflect on our regard for leisure,

 And resolve to respect our need for renewal.

Let us reflect on our perception of friendship,

 And resolve to broaden our definition of family.

The new year is a time for letting go and 

taking hold.

Let us let go of the things that pass away,

 And resolve to take hold of the things that endure.

May God bless each of you in the New Year.  

Yours in Christ,  Pastor Denise


Pastor Bob’s Moment

sinful will departs.  We build with you; O grant enduring worth until

FYI

(FROM YOUR INTERIM)

When you are reading this, I will be in Germany with my wife visiting our son. He is in the Army, stationed at a base in Giessen, near Frankfurt. Our daughter may also be there. She just started as an au pair (nanny) for a family in Switzerland. If possible, she wanted to take a few days around the holidays to visit him. I am excited because this will be my first trip to Germany.

This is what the season is about, families reconnecting through cards, gifts, and visits. This is also what the interim period can be for the church family. In a few weeks, the Search Committee will begin an extensive self-study. It will look at every aspect of church life, past trends, future hopes. They will be talking among themselves and with others about the strengths of this congregation and where it needs to grow. Out of this process the church will reconnect with its past, strengthen its current relationships and make clearer its dreams for the future.

While I am looking forward to seeing my family, I am not looking forward to the trip. I am, at best of times, a reluctant flyer. Add to this a lengthy security check-in and eight hours in a seat not designed for anyone over 5’3’’ or more than 100 lbs., you have someone who spends most of the trip muttering, “Come on, let’s just get there.”

The search process can—at times—seem like a long trip that will never end. But like all the stages on the trips you take, each one is necessary for a successful journey. I wouldn’t want to fly today without a thorough security check. The church can be confident that when the Search Committee presents a candidate, it will only be after a thorough and prayerful process. So let’s all take a deep breath and relax.

One of the reasons we can relax is because we are people of faith. That means we are ultimately sustained not alone by our effort, but by the grace and strength of God. It means that even if our plans don’t go exactly as expected, God’s plan will be fulfilled. It means saying, as many times as necessary each day, “I don’t know what the future holds, but I know who holds the future.”

Just the other day I read about a person who saw a tip jar on a counter in a store that said, “If you are afraid of change, just leave it here.” Not bad advice. Let us come together in the weeks ahead and in worship, prayer and song leave our fear of change in the hands of God. 

May the Lord of all time, bless you in this new and exciting year. See you in church. 

       --Pastor Kendell--

December Consistory report

Consistory met on Wednesday , December 15, 2004.  Unwrapping Gifts concluded in November.  There is a hope to offer this program again in the spring.  Bible Study completed their survey of the Bible and will now go into depth.  FiNKS continues and Pastor Kendall will serve as a guide.  The planning of Lent Services is underway.  The Salvation Army Bell Ringing campaign continues. HELP has been busy collecting toys, cleaning and sorting.  The toy distribution is set for 12/18. Pastor Kendall is now leading the Prayer and Study Group, doing Maplewood services, visiting shut-ins. The lease is up on our church office copier; we were offered a newer unit at a slightly lower cost.  The annual budget for 2005, recommended by the Finance Committee, was reviewed.  Pastor Denise will move into the parsonage in March, 2005.  The Building & Maintenance Committee is reviewing any needed repairs prior to that time.  Nominations for openings on Consistory and Pastor/Parish Relations were discussed, as elections will be held at the Annual Meeting in February, 2005.  The annual Consistory Dinner is scheduled for 1/16/05.  

Search Committee begins work                            

Your Consistory has nominated and you 

have elected a new Pastoral Search Team to begin the process of securing a new senior pastor. The group includes Sue Barth, Liz Bongard, Emily Fuchs, Cecy Haines, Ed Larson, Tom Litscher, Margaret McFarlane and Todd Pieper. 

On Thursday, December 16, our group met with our conference representative, the Rev. Robert Mutton. He assured us that the conference would provide spiritual and moral support to our congregation during this interim period. The conference will also assist us in our search by supplying appropriate Ministerial Profiles and distributing our Church Profile to prospective candidates. Rev. Mutton gave us an overview about methods to study and evaluate profiles, to make a comparative analysis of each profile, and to develop a ranking system for each candidate. 

We are searching for a compassionate, caring senior pastor with sense of humor; strong leadership and organizational skills.
We have a chart displayed in the church entryway to keep you informed of our progress throughout the search process. This will be an open process, but it will be a confidential one wherever it involves names of potential candidates. 

We encourage you to direct any questions or comments to any team member. Thank you for your patience, support and prayers.

Your Pastoral Search Team

Epiphany open house

You’re invited to an open house on January 9 from 1-5pm, at Pastor Denise’s home, located at 712 Forest Glen Circle (behind The Pines Assisted Living).  Pastor Kendell and his wife Kay will be there for you to meet and greet.

Our turn at the Food Pantry

The Sauk Prairie area churches and service organizations take turns helping at the Food Pantry.  On Saturday, January 17 we need 

                 six volunteers to help with 

                distribution from 9-11:30AM.

                Youth in 4th grade through high school are welcome to assist with this. Volunteers guide pantry users as they choose items or help load vehicles. If you can help please sign up at the back of church, or call the church office, 643-8387.

Offering envelopes 

Envelopes were mailed on December 28.  Please let us know if you do not receive yours.
Hearing Assist Units

The Sanctuary is now equipped with hearing assist devices.  These are small “receiver boxes” (the size of a transistor radio) with ear buds.  The devices may be used anywhere in the sanctuary, as the transmitter is connected to our sound system.   Because it is through the sound system, it helps to boost the sound level and the clarity of sound.  If you want to try one, please check at the usher’s cabinet. (Pastor Denise will show you how it works after services if you ask her.) For those wanting to use the device and have hearing aids with a T switch please let us know.  We may order a neck loop, which transmits directly to the T switch.  It is also possible to purchase individual ear buds (we have three--$15 each and can order more) or receivers ($85 each).  There is an envelope for money if you wish to purchase the earpiece.  There are also lanyards available.  You can hook the “box” onto these and wear around your neck or over your shoulder.

Salvation Army Christmas kettles


The Salvation Army helps the 


less fortunate in so many ways: 


with fuel and electric bills, with 


healthcare supplements, with 


food, and shelter, and with 


disaster relief. The group helps within the school systems and assists those who are transient with immediate aid.  We write vouchers to help students in our schools, as well as adults and families in the

community.

Our thanks to those from First Church who helped in this year’s kettle drive.  Our church provided 26 ringers; nearly $3,500 was collected.  Thank you!                                  5 

Christian craft get-together

All are invited to join together in a craft fellowship on Saturday, January 8 from 1-4pm in the ed. building basement.  We’ll have materials and project ideas to work on, or you can catch up on your own craft projects.  Come enjoy the good company and warm beverages.  Please call Robin Franck (643-4545), Marcia Nachriner (643-3668), or Diane Matzke (644-9016) if you would like more information. 

Ecumenical Pulpit Exchange

On Sunday, January 23 we’ll celebrate the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity with a pulpit exchange. Pastor Kendell will be at St. John’s Lutheran; Pastor Jeff Virchow from Concordia United Methodist will be here.

Members in Ministry in need of 

volunteers

Members in Ministry needs people to make care visits.  Care Visitors make one care visit a month, mostly to Maplewood or one of the assisted living facilities.  Home visits are also made to those who are homebound or recovering from illness or surgery.  Some visitors go as pairs—whatever is most comfortable for you.  Visits are arranged at your convenience.  The number of people making visits has gone down, while the need for visits has increased.  This ministry is so important to our church members—it shows our shut-ins that we care.  Please call the church office or Linda Lange at 643-2374 if you can help.

Book of Acts study begins

The Bible Study Group will begin to study the Book of Acts in depth.  If you are interested in this study please come to the next session – January 11.  The group meets from 9 am – 10:30 am every Tuesday in the upper level of the Education Building.

Lenten events


The season of Lent begins early this year. Concordia United Methodist, First Presbyterian, and First Church are again holding Cooperative Lenten Services.  The theme for this year is “Finding Peace in Times of Trial, Tribulation and War”.  Here is the schedule for the first week:

Tuesday, February 8

Mardi Gras Pancake Supper at 5:30 pm

All in congregation welcome!

Hosted by the Confirmation students

Wednesday, February 9

7:30 pm Ash Wednesday worship

with Holy Communion

at First United Church of Christ

Rev. John Smith preaching

Would you like a ride?

Care Driver rides are available to:




--Annual Meeting – Feb. 6 
--dentist, doctor, optometrist

--worship services
--hospital and Maplewood visits

--Prayer Group, Bible Study

Also, to appointments and errands in the community.
--bank, errands

Call Kelli Straight, 643-3719 or the church office 643-8387 to arrange for a ride.

Souper Bowl of Caring 

Watch for information about the Souper Bowl of Caring and how you can be a part on Sunday January 30, 2005!

From Walter and Dorothy Wendt

Many thanks to everyone for their acts of kindness shown during the past year in our times of need.  This continuing God-given hope, love, and prayers have brought us back together again in our home.  We are truly grateful.  Praise the Lord for his goodness!

From Verda McFarlane

Thank you to so many who sent cards or visited my sister Eleanore Oimoen, while she lived at Maplewood.  I appreciate your cards and the ladies who served the lunch for her funeral.  Also, thanks to Pastor Denise for her care and concern.

From Bill and Verna Wenzel

Wonderful news for all of you who prayed for the recovery of our son Pete when he was critically ill!  He is now recuperating back home in Missouri.  Pete, his wife Charlotte, and his brother Bill Jr., join us in giving heartfelt thanks to you for your prayerful support and best wishes.

From Lois Pieper

I just wanted to say a special thank you to the ladies who came to the Women’s Guild Christmas Program.  What fun—as you in attendance created the program.  Memories came alive: making maple syrup, Christmas programs, traditions, foods, trips to Grandma’s by horse and sleigh, gifts from 

long ago and more recent gifts.

On to a new year with continued fellowship that will become good memories.

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

504 Washington Avenue

Sauk City, WI  53583

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

January
 6
Program Committee – 7PM

 9
Open House at Pastor Denise’s, 2-4PM

12
FINKS Theme Event

13
Finance Committee – 7PM

15
Food Pantry, 9-11:30AM

               

16
Children’s Sunday

20
Consistory – 7:00PM


23
Pulpit Exchange

30
Holy Communion 

Sunday worship:  8:00AM (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30AM (childcare provided)

Sunday School:  9:10-10:10AM for ages 3 to adult; FiNKS: Wednesdays at 6:30PM

Memorials report

          Radio Ministry


November 2004
 Gifts received in memory of:


Alice Malone
    Selma “Sally” Lawton

We thank the sponsors of the December 

radio broadcasts of our 8:00AM Sunday 

worship:


The Barth family


Paul Schulz


Bev and Herb Feierabend


Emily and Bill Fuchs








H
We thank the July sponsors of

In our church family
Anniversaries
Birthdays              January

Verla and Ellis Buroker, 61 years on Jan. 1 
Zona Dickerson
 5

Dianna and Duane Woerpel, 45 years on Jan. 9
Maxine Cairns
 8
Pat and John Shelby, 40 years on Jan. 16
Ida Nelson
 11

Alberta and Lawrence Meier, 62 years on Jan. 20
Jack Kirner                     18

        
Harry Mann                    19

Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and
Priscilla Loether
20 

anniversaries in January!  (We acknowledge all
Barb Meyer
20

birthdays 70 and over; anniversaries: first, all that end 
Inez Jonas
28

in 5 or 0, and all 50 and over. Please let Sue know if we
Ruth Corrao
30

miss yours.)
Dorothy Knutson
30

Attention ushers, communion servers, and new members: If you want to be added to or deleted from the 2005 schedules, please contact the church office by Jan. 15.

Ushers

8:00              January         10:30                                8:00                February            10:30___

Sherry & Russ
Mildred Steckelberg
Donna & Art Seitz
Barth family



Pieper
Bill Steckelberg
Brenda & Steve Ott
Terry Steuber

Gary Dickerson
Clifford Wittwer

  





Walt Dickerson
Jamie Wittwer

                 Sign up to greet!  We like to have two people or couples at each service.

                                               (signup sheet is on table in narthex)

Turn in those receipts!  

When you purchase something to be used for the church, please remember to turn your receipts into Sue.  And if you talk to her beforehand, we can usually avoid paying sales tax.

Sunday School news 

                     by Margaret McFarlane
Classes will resume on January 9           at 9:10AM.  We will celebrate January birthdays.

Rick Breininger and Kevin Hasheider assembled the outdoor nativity scene.  Our thanks to them.

Thanks to Dana Gee for painting the outlines for the windows we decorate for the Christmas season.  Thanks to the 5th & 6th grade students and adults who helped paint them.
Thanks to all who contributed to our Harvest Home Table.  We delivered a full truckload to the Food Pantry.


The students did a wonderful job on the Christmas program.  They deserve lots of praise for their hard work!  Thanks to the staff and parents for helping make the program a reality.


The Sunday School choir will sing on January 16 at the 10:30 service. 


We are planning a bowling party on Sun. January 16 from 1-2PM at the Riviera Bowl.  

The price is $3.00 per bowler (spectators are free).  The Sunday School will pay the balance.


If we cancel Sunday School due to bad weather, you will receive a phone call from one of the staff.


A personal thank-you for my gifts from the Sunday School.  You are so special!

Cookbooks return

The cookbook reorder has arrived.  You can purchase them Jan. 9, 15, 23, & 30 after services or at the church office.  The price is $8 per book.  The corrections have been made on this edition!

Coming up

· For those who have experienced a significant loss, the “Growing Through Grief “ program will be offered at First United Methodist Church in Baraboo, starting on January 16.  Info on bulletin board.

· St. Clare Hospital is holding hospice volunteer training sessions starting January 19.  Info on bulletin board.


Pastor Kendell Nordstrom - office hours: Wed-Fri, 9:00AM-noon and by appointment 

                    
office phone: 643-8387                               parsonage phone:  643-8050

Pastor Denise Cole – office hours: Mon & Wed – 10-1, Tues 10-noon, Thurs works at home,     

                                                           (Fri off) and by appointment


office phone: 643-8387
home phone: 643-0279

Sue Lloyd, church office manager - office open: Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-noon

            (church answering machine is always on to receive your messages)

e-mail: firstucc@merr.com

A pat on the back, a tip of the hat, and a great big

THANK YOU to:

Those who made it Christmas:                       
Those who contributed 

                                                                                                       for decorations:

Dennis Kahn, Kristy Litscher, First Choir & Men of
Doris Steuber 

A-Chord; Laura Maenche; all guest musicians and 
Sharal Steuber

vocalists; Lois Pieper, Dianna Woerpel and all who
Liz Bongard & family

helped with decorations; Margaret McFarlane for
Dianna & Duane Woerpel

planning and directing the Sunday School program
Buford Wicklund

and for her work as coordinator of our H.E.L.P.
Shirley & Merton Moely

project; ushers and communion servers; and last
Harley Lichtenwalner
but not least, office manager Sue, and Chris, Sandy
Jim & Joni Schwenn

& Jeff—our custodial staff. Your time, talent, and
Kim & Rick Peters

efforts during this season are GREATLY
Ruth Hehenberger

APPRECIATED!
Lorraine & Harland Hartmann


Walter & Dorothy Wendt

Our Advent Candle Lighters


Liz Bongard, Peggy Ganser, Diane & Dick Bensenberg, Charmaine & Red Carter, Pat & CarlBarrett, the Liversee, Rheingans, Huerth, and Barth Families.


Those who assisted with H.E.L.P.

The H.E.L.P. (Help Excite Little People) project was again a great success!  The toys 

and teen items were made available to 50 adults.  Many thanks for all the wonderful 

donations.  We had a nice variety of good, used toys, and many brand new things.  As 

always, the monetary donations were appreciated, and were used to buy items for teens.  

My sincere thanks to all the “elves” who helped with publicity, cleaned toys, repaired 

items, or helped during the distribution:


Pastor Kendell
Mildred Larsen
Verda McFarlane



Pastor Denise & Brian
Rita & Ed Larsen
Alberta Meier

Ruth Corrao
Sue Lloyd
Shirley Mitchell




Lucinda Gruber
Amanda McFarlane
Sharal Steuber

Pete Haines

Tim, Kelli & Jordan Straight

Thank you all for making the holidays brighter for Sauk Prairie children!

       Margaret McFarlane, H.E.L.P. Coordinator

From Lois Pieper

I just wanted to say a special thank you to the ladies who came to the Women’s Guild Christmas Program.  What fun—as you in attendance created the program.  Memories came alive: making maple syrup, Christmas programs, traditions, foods, trips to Grandma’s by horse and sleigh, gifts from 

long ago and more recent gifts.

On to a new year with continued fellowship that will become good memories.
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each week:


  Bible Study – Tues. at 9AM 


  Men of A-Chord – 


       Wednesday at 6:15PM 


  First Choir – 


       Wednesdays at 7:00PM


  Prayer & Study Group – 


       Thursdays at 9:15AM


  








Annual Meeting preview


As stipulated by our constitution, we are to gather as a congregation on the first Sunday in February--the 6th this year--for an Annual Meeting. Business to be conducted includes a review of 2004, plans for our future, adoption of the 2005 budget, election of Consistory and Pastor-Parish members.  The February 6th meeting will immediately follow the 9AM worship.  Our 8am WRPQ 740AM radio broadcast will be pre-recorded.











