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First United Church of Christ


FYI  (From Your Interim)

When we were younger, many of us made lists of what we wanted for Christmas.  It seems to me that I have already received some wonderful presents.  I have been given by you:

· a wonderful program and support staff with which to work

· a beautiful building in which ministry and worship take place

· a warm and welcoming congregation that has made me feel at home

Thank you for these gifts.  I’m going to ask you though, to give even more gifts.

Please give your Pastoral Search Committee:

· your heartfelt prayers

· your patience as they undertake in the new year a long and challenging task.  Things won’t always work as fast as you—or—they would wish.  But trust me, in the end the process works

· And give them, above all, your thanks.  They have accepted on your behalf, an assignment that will take precious hours from their family other community affairs.

This is the season for both giving and receiving.  May you receive the gifts of the Christ Child.  May you give the gifts of love and support.  

Blessings to you in this holy season.  See you in church.

                              --Pastor Kendell—

Pastor Denise’s Page

Dear Friends,

It hardly seems possible that two months has gone by so quickly.  The Unwrapping Our Gifts course is having its final session.  It has been a wonderful experience for me to learn more about my fellow students, to share in faith journeys, to hear the stories of their lives, and to listen for the Spirit to reveal the gifts each one has.  In this last session, we will look at a “plan of action” unique to each one, based on gifts, skills, and interests.  The hope is that these ministries will enrich the congregation.  What joy I have to be part of this.  My hope is that those of you who were not able to be part of the course now, will be able to participate the next time it is offered.

The Advent Season began November 28.  Our schedule of events is full.  Please look closely at the calendar and articles in this issue for more information.

The Celebration Concert for our “new” pipe organ was Sunday Nov. 28.  I thank the organists: Kristy Litscher, Dennis Kahn, Michael Davidson, and Laura Maenche.  Also, thanks to the committee for all their work.  The final action of the committee was to plan, publicize, and host this event.  It was truly a magnificent event.

In this holy-day season, may you know the presence of Jesus in your life, may you find a moment of peace – peace that passes all understanding, may God’s grace transform your life, and may you walk through life knowing you are a loved child of God.

Yours in Christ,   Pastor Denise

Prayer and Study group
After taking a break during November, the Prayer and Study group will resume meeting on Thursday, December 2 at 9:15am with Pastor Kendell.  This group meets in the ed. building lower lounge each Thursday morning for about an hour.  They pray for

members in need and do a short study.  New members are welcome.

Fall Saturday Services review

Our thanks to all whose willingness to serve made for a great series of fall Saturday services. First and foremost thanks to our organist/piano player Laura Maenche, whose service and special music was the “glue” holding everything together. Thanks to all those who provided special music and read scripture.

Women’s Guild Christmas Party

Come share your Christmas memories on Thursday, December 2 at 7pm.  You are invited to bring a special Christmas gift, received in recent years or from your childhood, to “show and tell.” The ed. building basement will be festively decorated and light refreshments will be served.

Christmas Open House

You are invited to stop by the church library during the week before Christmas to chat with the Pastors and partake of light refreshments.  Open House hours: Monday, December 20 through Wednesday, the 22nd, from 9:30am – 12:30pm.

Meet the Nordstroms

Instead of a parsonage open house before

Christmas, there will be a reception in early 

January.  Info will be in the next SCOOP.

Furnace and Maintenance Fund

Please return the enclosed envelope with your offering for this fund.  This money is used to maintain our furnaces and buildings.

Christmas decorations

We invite you to donate towards poinsettias and other Christmas decorations in memory or honor of a family member or friend.  All donations of $10 or more will be acknowledged in the SCOOP and with a display in the narthex.  You may put your donation in the offering plate or get it to the church office.

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

504 Washington Avenue

Sauk City, WI  53583

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

December

 2
Women’s Guild Christmas Program – 7:00PM

5
Caroling during Sunday School hour

6
Sunday School staff meets – 6:30PM
12 Christmas Music Festival Sunday

16 Consistory – 7:00PM

 18
H.E.L.P. distribution

 19
Sunday School Christmas Program – 10:30 service


Christmas Communion Sunday


20-22   Church office Open House, 9:30AM-12:30PM

24
Candlelight Christmas Eve Service – 7:00PM

26
organ concert at 7:30 & 10AM

Sunday worship:  8:00AM (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30AM (childcare provided)

Sunday School:  9:10-10:10AM for ages 3 to adult

If you’d like a ride to any church service or program, call Kelli Straight at 643-3719
Memorials report

          Radio Ministry


October 2004
Gifts to the Memorial Fund were made in memory of Sally (Selma) Lawton
We thank the sponsors of the November broadcasts of our 8:00am Sunday Worship Service:


Bernie Sherwood
Jim & Joni Schwenn




Bob & Lorene Cushing
Kim & Rick Peters



Reta Lysenko







Lorraine & Harland Hartmann

In our church family

Anniversaries
Birthdays 
             December


Bev Feierabend
 4

Bev and Herb Feierabend, 51 years on Dec. 19
Ellis Buroker
 4

Lorene and Ervin Sprecher, 67 years on Dec. 20
Ruth Hehenberger
 7

Margaret and Clifford Wittwer, 52 years on Dec. 29
Russ Pieper

          8


Lucile Gasner
 9

Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and
Thelma Niederklopfer    13

anniversaries in December!  Let the office know if we
Herman Zech
16  miss yours.  We acknowledge 70 and over birthdays
Alberta Meier
18


and anniversaries ending in 5 or 0.         
Arlene Schara
19
           
Verna Wenzel
25











Mert Moely

         28

Ushers

8:00              December         10:30                    8:00              January             10:30______

Gloria Ramsey
Cliff & Todd
Russ  & Sherry Pieper
Milly Steckelberg   
   

Tina Wilkinson
  Pieper
Gary Dickerson
Bill Steckelberg


Sally Drew &
Ed & Rita
Walter Dickerson   
Clifford & Jamie

Sarah
  Larsen 


  Wittwer

Pastor Kendell Nordstrom - office hours:  Wednesday-Friday, 9:00AM-noon 

                                                      and by appointment


office phone: 643-8387 
cell phone:  608-290-1434    email: kendell@ucc-saukcity.org
Pastor Denise Cole – office hours: Mon & Wed – 10-1, Tues 10-noon, Thurs works at home,     

                                                           and by appointment 

  office phone: 643-8387     home phone: 643-0279     email: denise_cole@ucc- saukcity.org  

Sue Lloyd, church office manager – office  open: Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-noon

            (church answering machine is always on to receive your messages)

H.E.L.P. this holiday season
The H.E.L.P. (Help Excite Little People) project will be collecting good, used toys and items for teens through Dec. 13.  Donated items may be placed 

in the red sleigh, located inside the Washington Avenue entrance.  Monetary 

donations are also welcome.

We need “elves” to wash, repair, and 

organize the toys for distribution.  Please

consider helping with this all-church project 

on one or more of the following days:


Thursday, Dec. 2
10:00-noon  


Wednesday, Dec. 8
  6:30-8:30PM


Tuesday, Dec. 14
10:00-noon


Thursday, Dec. 16
10:00-noon


Friday, Dec. 17
10:00-noon

We work in the sanctuary basement—just 

come on down.  Questions?  Call Margaret 

McFarlane at 643-6327

Sunday School news 

                            by Margaret McFarlane

Thanks to all who sang on November 21. 


We raised $177 for UNICEF.  Thank you for helping with this worthy project.


Students will be scheduled to light candles before worship from now until the end of the Sunday School year.  Please let me know if your child would like to do this but has not signed up.


The Sunday School choir will sing on Dec. 12 & 19 at the 10:30 service.  


The Sunday School hour has been extended until 10:20 through Dec. 19.  This will allow extra practice time for the Christmas program.


White Gift Sunday will be Dec. 12.  

Students are asked to bring a gift (new or
gently-used item) wrapped in white tissue
for our H.E.L.P. project.
The Christmas Program 

will be Sunday, Dec. 19 

at the 10:30 service


We will have program practice on Sat. Dec. 11 & 18 at 9:30AM.  All students taking part in the Christmas Program need to be present.  Pre-K, K, 1st grade, and choir only students will be dismissed immediately after they practice. 


We will be Christmas caroling on Sunday, Dec. 5 during the Sunday School hour.  Everyone in the family is welcome to join in!  

· There will be no Sunday School on 

Dec. 26 or Jan. 2.  Classes resume on Jan. 9

Cookbooks

We hope the reorder of cookbooks will be here before Christmas.  The publisher could not guarantee that, since this is a very busy time of year for them.  We’ll let you know as soon as they arrive!

And the winners are . . .

The giant pumpkin weighed in at 154 ½ pounds.  Youth winner was Keesahn Rheingans who guessed 153 pounds; adult winner was Sandy Weinke with a guess of 153 ½ pounds.  About 100 people took a guess.  Thanks to Jim Schwenn, father of  Kim Peters and friend of the church, for donating the wonderful pumpkin.

From the family of Sally Lawton

Thank you so very much for the kindness and consideration given to our family at her passing.  Pastor Bob and Pastor Denise and the congregation were very supportive in our time of need.  All memorials received have been divided between the Organ Fund and the Sunday School.

Odds & ends

· If you had trouble reading the red page of this SCOOP, contact the church office and Sue will send a white page.  (There are some on the ushers cabinet too.)

· We need someone to refinish the top of the sanctuary piano after Christmas.  

· Piano—free to a good home.  It’s big and painted pink.  Contact the church office.

Needs to be moved from main floor of ed. building.

Pastoral Search Committee

Elected at the November 14th congregational meeting:  Sue Barth, Liz Bongard, Emily Fuchs, Cecy Haines, Ed Larsen, Tom Litscher, Margaret McFarlane, and Todd Pieper.  Tom will chair the committee.

Consistory report

Consistory met on November 18 with all members present.  Pastor Denise reported on the progress of FINKS, Tuesday Bible Study, and “Unwrapping Our Gifts” course.  She is leading the Adult Sunday School class.  We will receive four new members on November 28.  A wireless hearing-assist system will be installed in the sanctuary.

Giving is up this year, but not yet enough to offset the 2004 budget increases.  The preliminary 2005 budget was discussed.  A list of needed repairs and upgrades for the parsonage was discussed.  Arrangements will be made to take care of these as Pastor Kendell will live there for the time being.

Members in Ministry Care Visits

Care Visits are provided by 15 gracious members of our church.  Their visits let our homebound members know that First UCC cares about them.  There are 21people who are visited on a regular basis.  Visits are also made to members in need, due to illness, etc., as the Pastors request.  Our church is a family, and families take care of each other . We are thankful for all 15 members who take the time to minister to other “family” members. 

They cleaned up

Thanks to those who helped clean in the church and parsonage on November 13:

Toddy Loether, Milly Steckelberg, Diane Matzke, Lois Pieper, Evelyn Koenig, Debbie Tschudy, Marcia Nachreiner, and the anonymous gentleman.  Your work is greatly appreciated!

Mission trip

Members Cliff and Jan Lawton went to Honduras arriving on an airplane, they stuck a shovel in their hands and called it building housing.  Seriously though, we did go through Tegucigalpa Honduran mountains and jungles on a mission to help Christian Community Development of the UCC build housing for the very poor in the outlying barrios of southern Honduras.  This organization is supported by the UCC through a local self-help service similar to Habitat for Humanity.  The work was hot, wet, and hard, but so very rewarding to those of us engaged in the building activities.  God’s work is very eminent in the thankful faces of the villagers who live a primitive life on practically nothing in an unstable political climate.  The women and children work right along with the men, but the rewards are limited.  Given the great need, we will accept medical and hygiene supplies, and children’s clothing to be taken to Honduras by the CCD/UCC on their next trip in January 2005.  We are available to speak and show pictures from our trip.

Habitat for Humanity Cookie Sale

The annual Cookie Walk (it’s called that because you walk around the tables selecting the cookies you want) is Saturday, December 11.  It will be held at St. Al’s gym from 8:30am-12:30pm.  This is your chance to support this housing ministry.  

Needed: bakers and workers to help on the 11th.  Cookies may be dropped off at Davis Duehr Dean Eye Office on Friday, December 10, and at the gym on Saturday morning.  If you can work at the sale, please call Nancy Schoepp at 592-4343.

This is a great way to get a variety of Christmas cookies without having to bake a lot of different kinds!

Gwen’s Zucchini Casserole

1 stick margarine, melted

1 pkg. chicken Stove-Top dressing

2 cups cubed zucchini—cooked and drained

1 cup sliced carrots—cook with zucchini

1 medium onion, chopped (may cook with 

                                    carrots and zucchini)

1 can cream of chicken soup

1 cup sour cream

grated cheese (Gwen uses mozzarella)

Combine margarine and dressing.  Put in bottom of 8x10 baking dish, reserving about a cup for topping.  Mix vegetables, soup and sour cream.  Pour over dressing.  Top with reserved dressing.  Bake 350 for about 20 minutes.  Sprinkle with cheese and return to oven for 10 minutes or until melted.

(Gwen brought this to the Marie Circle potluck in August.)
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each week:


  Bible Study – Tues. at 9AM 


  Men of A-Chord – 


       Wednesday at 6:15PM 


  FiNKS – Wed. at 6:30PM  


  First Choir – 


       Wednesdays at 7:00PM


  Prayer & Study Group – 


       Thursdays at 9:15AM


  

















